ARAOR I OPERATION FORAGER

A RESEARCH 3EPORT FRZFARED
BY
COMMITTEE 8, OFFICERS ADVANCED COURSE
THE ARMORED SCHOOL
1948 - 1949
MAJOR RAYMOND T. CHAPMAN
MAJOR WILLIAM L. BLAKE
MAJOR EDWARD W. MARKEY
VAJOR LESTER B. JOHNSOR
CAPTAIN JOHF R. BARCLAY
CAPTAIY JOHK R. LITCHELL
CAPTATl! wILSON MN. BOYLES

CAPTAII" RICHARD D. HEALY

=9

FORT KI'OX, KENTUCKY

KAY 1949

-
D
(]

Yy
(O




ol I AMPHIBIOUS CORPS \
7y e (521 2 MARIE () \
; 0 @ 4 MARINE (+) Q&
¥ =8 |
¥ f
o
Q@ S ﬂ
e W il A & “l
[ e — - =
\\—?
e %J
g
L7 ROTA
T AMPHIBIOUS :onps\ prid >
g IFARINE (+) . M’ 5 ’L”',m:“u -
g | PROV. MARING & s I

&2

g 129 4" i54*
144 % l.‘“ ‘.’.v




Bl -1 Jy -2
. Ve AT
T .._ll' Vs B, l:,.‘.\._-- ' e -
]
| LArx

gy P

p—— _.ia._ —
A

b i —
s uT

B . e

-.__-; -"<

o [

- -
e

i

] e ||| N = i E FO S A g j-;j"Jlré.wgla—’-élI'_l' »'—.
I e = rt

AR R _TPTTL i ¥ B




PRE

’I)
tea
(@]
tx

The purpose of this study is to collect all available
facts pertaining to the use of Armor in Operation FORAGER, to
determine and compare the technigues involved in the detailed
planning, training, logistical support and subseguent execution
of these plans. This report will be a discussion of armored
supgort of Infantry units in island warfare with particular
emphasis on examples of deviation from established principles.
These island assaults under study are primarily Marine Corps
operations. Marine armored units were eiployed alongside
separate armored units of the Army. Even though this study is
concerned particularly with the role of Army armored units it
will be necessary to present in lesser detail the picture of
Liarine participation in order to set forth the role of Army
armor in true perspective. The data on which this study is
based was obtained from personnel having firsthand knowledge
of the operations, from after action reports and from publica-

tions of individual authorities.
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CHAFTER I
IIITRODUCTION

On 15 June 1944, nine days after Allied Forces had
landed in NORVANDY, a seaborne assault force landed on SAIPAN
ISLALD, MARIANAS GROUP, bringing American Forces 1,100 miles
closer to the Japanese homeland. %hat were the considerations
affecting the decision of the High Command which set off this
new series of amphibious assaults in the Western Pacific?
What roles would armor play in this new operation given the
code name FORAGER? A4 study of the planning for and conduct of
the assaults of SAIPAN, TINIAN and GUAL will provide the answer.
The purpose of this study is to set forth the techniqgues em-
ployed by commanders of armored units in solving the difficult
problem of Armorzd support of Infantry units in island warfare.

In January 1944, the Commander-in-Chief, Pacific, Ad~
rmiral I'imitz, issued the overall plan for the jear, which called
for an attack by midswnmer on the ISLAKD of TRUK, heart of the
Japanese defenses in the Pacific. Located in the CENTRAL CAR-
OLINES, TRUEL guarded the Southern and Zastern approaches to JAPAN.
3y the middle of Farch, however, plans for the assault of TRUK
were abandoned. Abandonment of these plans was partially justi-
fied after a serics of carrier strikes had exposed the vulnera-

bility of this base.




The decision to by-pass Truk was not arrived at over-
nighte The seizure of the Marshalls and kacArthur's drive
along northern New Guinea had effectively flanked that
great base; had provided us with bases from which it could
be kept neutralized and from which we could mount an attack
against it should we so desires But it had not been cut
off from the homeland and its intermediate bases. Troops
and supplies still could be poured in,1

The final determining factors which enabled the high command to
select the MARIAIAS as the next objective were:

(1) Truk would be absolutely and irrevocably cut off;

(2) We would be established firmly in the enemy's
intermediate defense line;

(3) e would have_air bases within hcavy bomber range of
Tokyo itself.?

Hence, the NARIANAS ISLANDS supplanted TRUK as the next
objective. Planning for the capture of SAIFAN, TINIAN and GUAN,
the key islands in the group, was commenced.

For the over-all task of capturing the MARIANAS (Operation
FORAGER) the High Command designated two task forces, the III and
V Amphibious Corps.

The chain-of-cammand was unigue and somewhat confusing,
although it worked out excellently. The plan called for
division of the whole forcc into two groups under single
over-all command: the Northern Group (V Amphibious Corps,
Lieutenant General ilolland M. Smith) to attack Saipan, and,
when the situation warranted, to stage a shore-to-shore
assault on Tinian; and the Southern Group (III Amphibious
Corps, Kajor General Roy S. Geiger) to attack Guam. The
Marine Corps at this time had no echelon in the field higher
than an amphibious corps; yet here was a situaticn where two
amphibious corps must operate together under a single over-
all command which, according to boock, simply did not exist.
The problem was met by formmingz two separate staffs within
the V Amphibious Corps: one designated "Blue Staff," to
assume over-all command, the other, "Red Staff," to command
the Northern Group. At the outset, Lieutenant General H. M.
Smith assumed the post of Commanding General of each of these
staffs, which looked confusing on paper but worked out well
enough inasmuch as gor some time the Northern Group was the
only one in action,
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The Northern Group was given the title Northern Troops and Landing
Force (NTLF); simiiarly, the Southern Group was designated STLFe.

The III Amphibious Corps consisted of the 3rd Marine
Division and the lst Marine Brigade} the V Amphibious Corps con-
sisted of the 2nd and Ath Marine Divisions and the 27th Infantry
Division (Army). In gencral area reserve was the 77th Infantry
Division still in HAWAII.

Details of the opcration wcre worked out during the first
two weeks of April at General Smith's headquarters in HAWAII. Am-
phibious ¢xcrcises were conducted in the Hawaiian area for the
troops of the V Corps, and in the GUADALCANAL area for the III Corps.
Both cxercises culminated in full scale dress rchearsals in cach area.

In broad outline the plan for Operation FORAGER called for
V Corps to hit SAIPAN on 15 June. Three days later, and pro-
viding all went well on SAIPAN, General Geiger's III Corps was
to assault GUAM. This latter attack was postponed on 16 June
until further notice. Reason for the delay was to soften the
Japanese defenscs on GUAM by naval gunfire and to make certain
troops of the Southern Force would not be needed to reinforce
the SAIPAN operation. Actual date of landing on GUAM was 21
July 1944,

As soon as SAIPAN was secure the V Corps was to assault
TINIAN. This assault on TINIAN had the distinction of being the
first shorec-to-shore operation of the Pacific campaign. It act-
ually was launched on 24 July 1944 by troops which had been re-
lieved by the lessening opposition on SAIPAN. It was supported

by naval vessels as well as the artillery emplaced on SAIPAN.
3




Participnation of armored units in Operation FORAGER in-
volved barine Armor along with separate Armored units of the Army.
There werc relatively few Army amphibious and land tank battalions
which took parts in assaults on these islandss A total of 2
(riinus) land tank battalions, 1 amphibious tank battolion and 3

amphibious tractor battslions participated in one or morc of the

landings,
ARNY
SAIPAN TINIAN

762nd Tank Bn. (Finus 4 and C Gos.) 534th Amphibious Tractor Bn.

Co. 766th Tank Ba. 715th Amphibious Tractor Bn,
708tn Amphibious Tank mn. 773rd Amphibious Tractor Ba,
715th Amphibious Tractor Bn. . 708 Amphibious Tank Bn.

773rd amphibious Tractor Bn.

534th Amphibious Tractor Zn.

706 Tank Bn.
Varine Armorcd units outnumbered Army Armored units in
the operation. A4 total of 2 (plus) land tank battalions, 6
amphibious tractor bzttalions, and 2 anphibious tank battalions

participated.




SaIPAN TINTAN

Lth Tank Bn. Lth Tank Bn.
2nd Armorcd Amphibian Bn¥ 2nd Armored Amphibian Bn.¥*
2nd Amphibious Tractor B, 2nd Ampnibious Tractor Bn.
5th Amphibious Tractor . 5th Amphibious Tractor Bn.
10th Amphibious Tractor Bn. 10th Ampnibious Tractor B, -

(tinus Co. &) (Minus Co. A)
Co. C, 1lth Amphibious Tractor Bn,. Co. C, 1llth amphibious

Tractor Bn.
GUAY

3rd Tank Bne
Tank Co. (Sep), 4th Marine Regt.
Tank Co. (Sep), 22nd larine Regt.
1st Armored Amphibian Bn, *
3rd Amphibious Tractor Bn,
4th Amphibious Tractor Bn.
11th Amphibious Tractor Bne (Minus Co. C)
Co. A, 10th Amphibious Tractor Bn.
% 4 Marine Amphibious Tank Bn.
Analysis of the above information reveals the ratio of

Army Armor to Marine Armor participating:

TYPE UNIT ARMY MARINE
Land Tank Bise. 2 (Minus) 2 (Plus)
amphibious Tank Bns, 1 2

Amphibious Tractor Bns. 3 6




In order more clearly to understand a study of the role of
srmor in this opcration, a brief recapitulation of the "tools"
available to the commander is nccessary., The type army tank Ba-
tallion employed was composed of a Ha..and Hq. Cos, a Service Coi,
3 nmedium tank Cos., one light tank Co. and a medical detachment,
The medium tanks used were M4sls mounting 75 mm guns; the light
tanks were li5Als mounting 37 mm guns.,.

An army amphibious tank Bn. consisted of a Hq., Hq., and
Service Co., 4 amphibious tank companies and a medical detachment.
Frincipal combat vehicle of the amphibious tank company in this
operation was the LVT (i) (See Appendix III, Fig. 12), of which
there were 18 in each company.. The armament of this vehicle con-
sisted of one 37 mm gun and three cal, .30 machine guns.

The primary means of transporting assault troops and sup-
plies in these landings was the amphibious tractor battalion.

This unit was organized into a Hq, Hgq and Service Co., three Am-
phibious tractor companies and a Med. detachment. Workhorse of
this unit was the LVT (See Appendix III, Fig. 13), of which there
were 39 in each company. Armament consisted of one Cal. .50 and
three Cal.. .30 machine guns.,

These armored units, although few in number, were employed
decisively in Operation FORAGER. Let us now turn to a more de--

tailed study of their actions on SAIPAN, TINIAN and GUAL.




NOTES FOR CHAPTER I

lMajor Frank O, Hough, USMCR, The Island War, (Phil-
adelphia: J. B. Lippincott Co., 1947), p. 220.

2Ibid, p. 221.

3Ibid, p. 222.




-CHAP.’IER 11

ARMOR ON SATPAN

NTLF (Northern Troops and Landlng Forces) composed of
the Unlted States \'f Amphlblous Corps, which was made up of the
2nd and lth Marine blViSlons, the 27th Infantry D1v151on and
attathed Army, Navy, and Marine Corps troops, opened the Mari-
anas Campaigns by an assault on -the ISLAND OF SATPAN.T

In the initial planning it was thought that the cam-
paign woula be ocver in about iO to 15 days. However; due to the 3
enemy's fanatical defense planned to utilize the rough terraln, the

island was not declared secure until 9 July. At this time there

were many Japanese troops holding the northern part of the island."

Some minor action was necessary against them until the middle of

| Augusti,

The Target and The Enemy

In order'to aporeciate the tactical probiems~involved
throughout this operatlon one must have a working knowledge of
the terraln which so bl“hly favored the defense of the fanatic
Japanese. “The island is irregularly shzped with its long axis
running northeast andjsouthwest. It is approximately 12 miles
long and 5 miles wide. (See Fig. 1). A mountain ridge extends.
from MARPI POINT at the northefn end of the island southward for
about ten miles. There the rugged ridge Qrops_off gradually to .
£he foothills which lead to the~southern cliff lined shoreline.

Two penissulas extend eastward, NAFUTAN and KAGMAN. MT.




TAPOTCHAU, the highese point, 1s 1,555 feet above sea level. It
is located approximately in the center of the island. The ter—-
rain east of MT. TAPOTCHAU, sloped down abruptly to an open area
which was from 600 to 1000 yards in breadth. This area became
known zs Death Valley to the troops of the 27th Division during
their drive to the Forth. To the east of Death Valley the ter-
rain was rough hills and ridges. The cliffs in the area around
MARPI POINT are two to three hundred feet high., The southern
part of SAIPAN is mostly plateau bordered by ridges and hills..
The best landing beaches are on the western side of the island..
MAGICIENN B4Y at the southeastern part of the island offered
good landing sites but was discarded as an area for landings
after initially being chosen. Reefs enclosed and protected the
beaches located on the western side. All the principal towns
are on the western coast. The three major towns at the time of
the landing were CHARAN KA'OA, GARAPAN, and TANAPAG.. Normally
about 28,000 civilians (approximately 90% Japanese) occupied
these towns and a fow small villages scattered about the island.
Primary military objectives were the three airfields on the
island: ASLITO AIRFIELD, the largest, was on the southern part
of the island; the CHARAN-KANOA strip on the west coast; the
third strip at the north dnd of the island. The road net in the
southern part was very géod, however, the other rcads were very
poor except for the coastal roads. One improved road that ran
from FLORES FOINT across the mountains north of MT TAPATCHAU nnd

then southcast was considered good according to SAIPAN standards.

9




NTLF intelligence stated that a captured "Outline of the
Defensive Plan of the Iorthern Marianas Force" dated 20 Kay, 1944,
disclosed "apprehension of a red attack at any timc," and ack-
nowlcdgement that "we will complete our field positions by the
first ten days in June and thereafter we will rapidly construct
permanent positions ... in strategic places and .;. complete
strong field positions (which will make seizure points a backbone)
by the middle of August." ... this same document disclosed that
the LARIANAS ~nd BONIN ISLANDS were considered as 2 final defcn-
sive position of the homecland., It is also intercsting to note that
Vice sdisiral agumo, Conimander of tihe Japanesc Central Pacific Fleet,
in one of his orders stated on 14 June, "It is a certainty that the
encmy will land in the MARIANAS group either this month or next."2
The american forces landed the next day. Considering that we found
incomplete fortifications and gun positions, and the proposed con-
structions tnaot had not been begun it is certain that we gained the
strategic surprise,

Army intelligence had estimated that by the end of May 44,
that tiere were sbout 15,000 troops on SAIPAN with 10,000 cach on
GUAY and TINIA, The latest estimate, after it was learned that
SAIPAN had been reinforced in addition to survivors from our sub-
marine attacks on troop ships being landed tnere, raised the num-
ber to approximately 30,000, This estimate was later proved to

be corrcct,
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Enemy Order Of Battle

The Japanese were pushed back toward their homeland in~
curring the loss of onec island after another. The continual
heavy drain on their shipping forced the Nips to organize necw
type divisions (Island Divisions) for the island defense during
the coming period of operation. The division contained three com-
bat teams based generally on the standard infantry regiment. How-
ever, one of the teams was strengthened if thought necessary. The
total strength of an island division was 13,600 but labor troops
were usually added to raise the total to about 17,000,

Scveral differcnces existed between the standard and is-
land division., There was no infantry group headquarters in the
island division. The seé—transport unit replaced the transport
unit of the standard division. Units normally under division
control werc placed under regimental control. There were no
cavalry, reconnaissance, nor tank regiments as in the standard
division. The island division did contain a tank company. A
regimental tank unit was added if the division was to strengthen
one of its combat teams as mentioned above. The division gun
company was expanced to include 70 mm howitzers, anti-tank guns,
and in some cases 75 mm mountain guns. There werc heavy machine
guns in each company organic to the island division.3

The fellowing enemy units were known to be on SAIPAN:

c2e 43rd Div (Inf) - In May l9hﬁ, the bulk of this division was

identified on SAIPAN.

11




bes 47th Independent Mixed Brigade - was activated on SAIPAN

in April 1944, from the lst Expeditionary Unit.

ce 1lith and 17th Indcpendent Artillery Mortar Battalions.

ds  25th Aj Artillery Regimenty

ei Yokosuka lst Special Naval Landing Force.

f. 55th Guard Force,

g. Added to this group identified units were many small

miscellaneous clements such as construction units,.

Prior Planning

The Expeditionary Troops operation order was received by
ETLF on 26 ipril and the mission assigned was "To lond on, seize,
occupy, and defend Saipan; then be prepared to seize TINIAN (an
adjacent island about 3 miles to the south) on order." on 27
April the NTLF issued proposed plans and the divisions and subor-
dinate units then their plans as soon 2s possible,

In the final plan the southern end of the western shore
had been chosen as the landing beaches (See Fig. 2). Sixty five
hundred yards of beach was divided into 4 beaches designated as,
from north to south, Red Beaches 1, 2, and 3; Green Beaches 1,

2, and 3; Blue Beaches 1 and 2; and Yellow Beaches 1, 2, and 3.
No landings were planned on Red 1, Green 3, or Yellow 3. The
two Marinc Divisions were to land abreast; the Second Division

on the left on Red Beaches 2 and 3 and Green Beaches 1 and 2; the
Fourth Division on the right on Beaches Blue 1 and 2 and Yellow

1 and 2. Army amphibious units werc attached to the two Marine

12




Divisions; They were to land half of the assault troops on the
beachess 393 amphibious Tractors (LVTs) and 140 Amphibious Tanks
(LVT(4)s) were to fom the assault waves. The Army units were to
furnish 200 tractors and sixty eight amphibious tanks. 719 am-
phibious vehicles were to support the entire operation and the
Army units were to furnish 367 of this number,

The 27th Infantry Division was to be the floating reserve
for the operation and originally planned to be used only if nec-
essary. Attached to the Division was the 762nd Tank Battalion
(less Companies A and C) consisting of B Company, medium tanks,
and D Company, light tanks, plus D Company of the 766th Tank Ba-
ttalion. This provisional tank battalion was commanded by Major
Aldon I'e Hoffman. The 27th was to be prepared to support the
Marine Divisions on SAIPAN, to seize TINIAN, or to assist the
southern attack force in the scizure and holding of the beachhead
of GUAN. The plan received by NTLF directed that SAIPAN was to
be seized at all cost even though it necessitated the abandon-
ment of the GUAM operation should it be necessary to use the
GUAM troops on SAIPAN. Prior to 12 kay, sixteen plans had been
developed for the possible use of the division on the three is-
lands, 12 plans pertaining to the SAIPAN operation; 2 for TINIAN,
and 2 for GUAL. Before the Division arrived at the target area
thesc plans were augmented by 6 more to meet anticipated condi-

5

tionswee
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Rehearsal

The 27th Division and its attached units loaded its
first ships on 14 May. The limitation on the number and type ships
prevented the division from being combat loaded. Originally the
division had intended to take an gntire medium tank battalion but
the ship problem limited them to taking the Bettalion Headquarters,
n Service Company and three tank companies. Thesc units composed
the 762nd provisional Tank Battalion. Several ships carried part
of the ammunition load in order to have the seven days of fire for
all units. Each type of supplies was loaded into LSTs so that if
certain types of supplies were in demand these ships could be un-
loaded quickly.

From 18 May through 19 May a rehearsal was held on the
east coast of MAUI. The D-Day bombardment was carried out on the
island of K!HOOLAWE because MAUI is inhabited. The rehearsal was
executed according tc schedule. The most emphasized parts of the
training was the ship-to-shore control of the LVTs and communi-
cations necessary. After the rehearsal all units of the 27th
Division and attached units réturnedAto PEARL HARBOR and
SCHOFIELD 3iRRACKS for the finel preparation before embarking for
the target area,

Enemy Defense Of Saipan

It was nccessary to obtain the latest information on the
defanse of the areas in the vicinity of the proposed landing
beaches. M"Fleet harine Forces® troops made landings and limited

reconnaissance curing the three nights prior to D-Day.

)
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The strategic location of SAIPAN had led our high command
to decide to seize SAIPAN at all costs, even if necessary to delay
the TINIAN or GUAL operations of Operation FORAGER. In addition
to the land defenses on SAIPAN it was possible for the enemy to
concentrate an offensive or.defensive air force on the island
from other island groups. Also they could provide shore base air
cover and support for a surface fleet operating within air combat
range.

The United States Navy was five times stronger than the
Japanese Navy. It could challenge the Japanese with planes and
ships even though SAIPAN was only 1500 miles south of TOKYO and
was a strong part of the inner-oceanic defense of JAPAN.8

The Japanese doctrine considered the shortage of men and
fire power the basic problem of the coastal defense. The enemy
could choose his landing sites and hit the area in force at his
selected time. The defender was forced to dissipate his forces in
order to cover all likely landing sites. The Japanese considered
two ways to solve this problem. An all out attempt could be made
to prevent the landinz, or a large mobile reserve could hit the
forces after their landings. Al§o it was planned to combine
these two solutions by defending the likely landing areas and by
keeping a large mobile reserve to cover the unlikely landing areas.

The Japanesc used both types of defense on SAIPAN. It was
planned to destroy the landing forces on the southern and eastern
shorcs and TANAPAG HARBOR area by strong shore defenses. A mobile

force was held in reserve to counter landings on other beaches.

15
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Also the plan was unique considering they used well emplaced
and sited field artillcry pileces. However, the Japanese did
not have 4hdequate prime movers for rapid displacement of their
artillery.lo

We can say in general terms that the planned defenses
were very inconjplete, Our rapid advance in seizing the Gilberts
and Marshalls had antiquated the Japanese timectables.,

After action obscrvers reported that not a single anti-
alrcraft gun or coastal zun position was actually complete, Three
140 mm guns were still loaded on railroad cars. Twenty-three 120
mm dual purpose were in cosmoline. Thirty-six dual purpose guns
were in the Garapan Ifaval Ordnance Depot.

The Japancse aad spent much time on dumny installations
and camouflage. They were wcell constructed and emplaced in logi-
cal positions. In many cases they deceived photo interpreters and
forward observers,

The Japinese used a lot of concrete fortifications on the
island. There were very few stecl cmplacements. However, the
amazing consideration is that thesc fortifications were not cam—
ouflaged. They were easy for the naval support to destroy.

Sixteen 105 mm howitzers and thirty 75 mm field picces
werce emplaced on high ground and on the reverse slope approxi-
mately 3000 yards southeast of the landing beaches. 3,000 yards
gcast of one of the beachés was a battery of 150 mm howitzers

sited for direct fire, Thirty-nine 75 mm, cighty 105 mm and
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twelve 150 mm pieces were found emplaccd on SAIPAN to counter our
landings.

To The Target

The movement of the groups to the target was staggered.
The 4th Marine Division, Group 1, sailed on 29 May. Group 2,
which included elements of the 2nd Marine Division and the NTLF
Headquarters sailcd on 30 Mey. The LSTs loaded with LVTs had
sailed on the 25th. Acconpanying them were the assault elements
of the 2nd and 4th kerine Divisions. The force gathered at
ENIWETOK between 7-10 June. The tractor groups left ENIVETOK 7

June for SAIPAN. The remainder of the force departed 10 June.

Preparatory Fires

During the movement to SAIFAN by the naval striking
force, one plane from an cnemy reconnaissance flight was shot
down. Due to the task force being discovered the combined air and
naval strike was moved up one day ahead of schedule, From D-3
through D-Day an intense air rald and naval bombardment was placed
on the island. The air strikes on SAIPAN went according to sched-
ule. It was ostimated that approximately 150 encmy planes were
destroyed. On 15 June, D=Day in the early morning after the air
strikcs, naval gun fire bombarded the shore and served to drive
the cnemy back and disperse them initially to enable our troops
to move in. The beaches were defended but for the most part the
enemy was forced to abandon many strong fortifications and retire

to higher ground. Still many small pockets of resistance remained
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which created much confusion and havoec among the first waves of

the assault troopse

D-Day (15 June 19L44)

Early in the morning of D-Day, the transports rendez-
voused for the ship-to-shore movement by the landing craft and
amphibious tanks. The ships assigned to a diversionary movement
moved into position at a point northwest of TANAPAG HARBOR at ap-
proximatcly 0600 hours. They attempted to mislead the enemy to
belicve that a landing was about to be made in that area. It
was believed that this movement would cause the Japanese to move
their reserve to meet this threat., The movement did causc the
cnemy to hold one Infantry Regiment in reserve north of GARAPAN
to meet the landing threczt.

At about 0700 hours the LVTs were beginning to leave
thoir mother LSTse The LVTs moved toward the line of Departure
which was about 5,000 yards from the shore. The cargo carriecrs
werce loaded with assault troops and supplies. The amphibious
tonks were to furnish the personnel and cargo vehicles as much
srotection as possible by firing their weapons as they moved
toward the beaches. At 0750 H-Hour, wihich had previously becn
planned as 0830 hours, was moved back to 0840, This change wss
made in order to allow the boat waves to have adequate time in
forming.

The landing teams were formed from left to right as fol-

lows: 2nd and 3rd 3ns, 6th Regt, and the 2nd and 3rd Bns, 8th
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Regt, of the 2nd Marine Divisionj and 2nd and 3rd Bns, 23rd Regt,
and 1lst and 2nd Bns, 25th Regt, 4th Marine Divisions The am-
phibious tanks made up the first wave forming at the line of de-
parture. Amphibious tractors that followed the tanks were loaded
with troops and supplies. Naval guide boats marked the line of
departure. The tanks moved on linc with them and the succeeding
waves fell in behind them.

According to the general plan, naval preparation fires
would lift prior to the actual landing on the beaches. Sup-
posedly as the ampaibious tanks snd troop loaded tractors neared
the snore the shock action of a large number of these vehicles
would extend the ncutralization long enough to permit the first
troops to move inland whilc remaining on the vchicles and secure
the initial objectives of high ground. If this could be success-
ful the following assault battalions would have an area in which
to land and deploy for the continuation of the attack. Later
waves would leave the craft at the beacies and mop up the by
passed resistance.

The two amphibious tank and six tractor battalions, Army
and Larine, that supported this landing of the 2nd and 4th liarine
Divisions arc listed on page 4, Chepter II. The 773rd Tractor
Battalion landed troops behind the tanks on the two Yellow Beaches.
Varine Tractor Battalions landed troops on Blue Beaches behind the
708th Battalion tanks. Marine tanks were used on the Red and Green
Beaches. 4 Marine Tractor unit landed troops on the Red Beaches.

The 715th Tractor Battalion landed troops on the Green Beaches..
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The 534th Tractor Battalion was completely reorganized to meet
the reouircments of the ground units: It was divided among the
four Bluc and Yellow Beachus. Lainly it landed reserve troops'
and artilliery reconnaissance parties for the 4th Marine Division
and the 27th Inf-ntry Division.

Some of the first LVTs to decbark waited at the line of
departure for thirty minutes, others had only a few minutes to
wait. At 0815 the assault troops in LVTs crossed thc line of
departure. Thcy were supported by spearheads of amphibious tanks.
The tactics of our command, in view of thc limited nature of the
beach defensc, was to cffect an amphibious blietzkrieg frou the
ships offshore to a dominating ridge line one mile inland. Here-
tofore, in all island invasions, troops had been debarked at the
waterts edge and left to fight their way inland on foot. "The
plan which involved perfect coordination and no little daring
would be the first of its kind in the history of amphibious war-
fare " 11 |

By 0840 hours all of the assault waves of both divisions
were ashore. The first waves met little fire from the enemy but
the following waves took a terrific beating from enemy artillery
and mortars. As it was originally planned the 4th Division was
to capture the town of CHARAN-K.:NO4 and the beaches toward the
south to NAFUTAN POINT then go up the eaftern half of the island.
The 2nd Division was to land on the beaches below GARAPAN and
then make a wheeling movement and move up the western half of

the island in coordination with the 4th Division. (See Fig. 2).
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Within thirty minuteé after the first wave hit the shore
there were nearly 8,000 troops ashore, It was planned to keep
the first waves mounted in the LVTs in the drive to the 0-1 line
but several units were dumped out on the beach and some forced to
lcave the vehicles and fight the enemy at hand. Units in the mid-
dle of the 4th Division's line were able to reach the O-1 line by
1040 but tiic CT 23 met trouble on its left flank near CHARWN K.iiOAs
On the right the LT 1/25 (Landing Team, lst Bn, 25th Regt) was
pinned down by heavy enfilading fire. The first waves of the 2nd
Division were carried off course and landed north of their zones.
It was necessary for the LT 2/8 on the right flank to land on
Green Beach 1 instead of Green 2 as originally planned. After the
landing it was then necessary for LT 2/8 to turn and attack both
to the cast and south., It was not until the pext day that contact
was rade between the LT 2/8 and the LT 2/23 of the Lth on the right.
Combat Team 6 landed to the left of its planned beaches and was
practically on the O-1 line. Both of the reserve regiments of the
two divisions came ashore later on D-Day. CT 24 was to protect the
left flank of the 4th division. CT 29 reinforced CT‘8 by placing
one company in line.
Every one of the sevén hundred and nincteen vehicles

employed in scheduled assault waves were debarked from

LSTs D-Day morning. This reflects the competent maintenance

and excellent supervision by Amphibian Tractor and Tank

Battalions. Approximately 98% of assault LVTs and troops

were landed on the beaches in the scheduled assault waves...

The time of the waves landing was opproximately the time

planned... Variations were caused by the irregulerities of
reef and width of the lagoon. In general the time of landing
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of assault troops was as perfect as could have been desirede..

Much difficulty was experienced in the surf and some LVTs were

overturned,12

At the cend of the first day's operation, the hoped for

rapid movement to the objective had not been accomplished. A
tmch necded beachhead had been firmly established. Now it was a
matter of moving inland with coordinated attacks supportec by the
artillery and heavy weapons. It wes very difficult to determine
the location of the enermy lines. The one thing that the divisions
feared most was the inevitable Japanese counterattack. Some of
the units had driven as deeply as 3,000 yards earlier in the day
but dangerous gaps existed, The troops were pulled back to a

maximum penetration of 1500 yards in order to straighten out the

lines and establish a strong defense for the nighte.

Events of 16 June

At 0600 on June 16 (D plus 1) the ships bearing the 27th
Division arrived at the transport arca, about 20 miles east of
SAIPAN. At 1500 the ships anchored off FLORES POINT andTANAPAG
HARBOR. Orders had been received during the afternocon for the
165th and 105th Regimental combat teams to land on Blue Beaches
above and below CHARAN KANOA. The troops began to debark from
the transports at 1748 hours and the first men of the division
waded ashore at 2230 houps.lB

In order to follow the usc of Army tank units on SAIPAN
first we must understand the plan for the initial use and move-

ment of the 27th Division into the line that had been established
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by the two Marine Divisions on D-Day. At approximately 1400
hours the 165th RCT was ordered to land on the beaches at night
with the battalions in column. The advanced CP of the division
was to accompany this landing., The division's medium artillery
was to land at night and be attached to corps artillery. The
165th RCT was to go into the line on the extreme right and be
attached to the L4th Larine Division (See Figs. 3). Aaftcr all of
the units of the 27th were landed the 165th would revert to the
27th's control and sll threc divisions would attack to the cast
to take ASLITO Airfield, The 165th was carried in landing craft
after dark. It tcok approximately four hours to get the unit to the
beach due to the distance and because no praevious reconnaissance of
the route had been permitted by the landing craft personnel.

Only onc platoon of light tanks were unloaded on this day
but they were not taken to the beaches until the next day. (17

June),

Events of 17 June

The divisions medium artillery Battalion and two of the
Light Battalions had landed and were in place by 0545 hours. Al-
together there were twelve battalions of Light and Medium Artil-
lery for corps support. The 165th RCT attacked along with the
Lth Marinc Divisicn during the morning. By 1015 hours they had
moved approximately 1000 yards toward their objective, It was
intended that the 165th should take ASLITO Airfield during the

day. To continue the report we will dezl with the 762nd
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provisional Tank Battalion in support of the 27th Infantry Di-
vision's various and assorted missions in their part of the bat-
tle for SAIPAN.

During this day's action the 165th was supported by the
tanks of Lt. Louis Fleck's platoon from D Company, 766th Tank
Battalion., Ironically Lt. Fleck was the first Army Tank platoon
leader to land on SAIPAN and a few days later the first to be
killed in a fight with enemy infantry. Fleck's tanks supported
the lst Battalion with his first action at approximately 0830
hours, A problem which is inherent with an amphibious action
is vividly brought out by Fleck!s platoon's search for ammunition.
At 1630 hours his tanks withdrew from the line to look for am-
munition on the beaches. It was not until about 0200 hours the
next morning that they found the ammunition for their tanks.,
Finally they obtained it from a Marine dump on the beach..

During the day another platoon of Company D, 766th Tank
Battalion, Lt. Ganio with 3 tanks, came ashore and moved into
the line. One of their first missions was to carry ammunition and
rations up to the infantry lines. This was typical of the manner
in which the infantry was to be supplied throughout the campaign,

The other platoon of Company D, 766th Tank, Lt. Sillex's
Platoon, was landed near CHARAN-KANOA during the day., Only three
tanks were in this group when they landed. They moved into the
lines at dusk and supported the lst Battalion, 165th. Their first

mission was to assist in providing a perimeter defense. During
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the day the other two tanks had landed but were unable to reach
the platoon before dark. The 105th had been placed in the line on
the right of the 165th. The light tanks of Company D, 762nd Ténk
Battalion landed and moved up to support the 105thy Lt. John Pha-
lont's tank platoon landed on Green Beacnh 2 at 1300 hours. After
aiding the Marines in that area by destroying a machine gun nest
he moved south to support the 3rd Battalion, 105th.

Lt. William Dorey, who was probably the outstanding tank
unit commander during the battle for SAIPAN, landed his platoon
on Green Beach 3 at the northern edge of CHARAN~KANOA. They
proceeded to move south to support the lst Battalion, 105th In-
fantry which was at Yellow Beach south of the town. Three tanks
of Lt. Bullock's section were not able to land that evening be-
cause of an air raid on the ships in the landing area. Bullock's
second section of two tonks joined Dorey's platoon at Yellow
Beach,

To summarize the tank support situation at the end of the
day: 13 tanks of Company D, 766th Tank Battalion and 11 tanks of
Company D, 762nd Tank Battalion were in support of the 105th and
165th RCTs, respectively. This made a total of 24 light tanks
ashore,

Enemy air and naval craft approached the task force during
the cvening of the 17th. The convoy lifted anchor and put out to
sea in evasive action, Several tanks of Company D, 762nd Tank Bat-—

talion, some troops of the 105tn Infantry and the 106th Infantry
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together with the hedium tanks of Company B were still aboard
the convoye. The 106th Infantry with a medium tank company at-
tached had been scheduled for another landing, possibly on GUAM
or TINIAN,

Events Of 18 June

The 2nd and 4th Marine Divisions attacked at 1000 hours
with tne 27th Division attacking at 1200 hours. The 165th RCT
reverted to control of the 27th Infantry Division. With the
27th Division in line the 4th Marine Division would be able to
swing and drive to the northeast as soon as the MAGICIENNE BAY
area was sccured.

During the afternoon the V Corps with three divisions
abreast in the line moved forward. The 165th was on the right
of the 105th. Company B, lst Battalion, 105th, assisted in ta-
king the airfield. Company D, 766th Tank Battalion supported
the 165th. Company D, 762nd Tank Battalion supported the 105the.

The attzck was launched at 1200 hours and Dorey's tanks
moved shead of Company B, lst Battalion, 105th, across the air-
ficld. It appeared that this sector was undefended and the tanks
were practically unopposed., Howcver, artillery fire from NAFUTAN
FOINT forced the tanks to withdraw to the positions held by Com-
pany B, 105th. TFinally, about 1600 hours, the tanks and infantry
of both the 165th and 105th wére able to move in and secure the

airfield.
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The 165th supported by tine tanks continued tc make gains
during the afternoon but did not reach the MAGICIENNE BAY. It
was forced to slow down its right flank movement in order to
maintain contact with the 105th, Determinecd resistance preven-
ted the 4th Marine Division from reaching MAGICIENNE BAY during
the dayy

One of the misuses of tanks occurred on this days Dorey's
tanks were returning to the rear for ammunition and supplies.
They were stopped and assigned a mission of hunting out a2 Japanese
sniper which the infantry could not locate. This mission certainly
interferred with the tankers obtaining ammunition and restd

Events Of 19 June

The attack continued toward MAGICIENNE BAY and NAFUTAN.
At 0730 hours the 27 th Division moved out in the attack. The
165th left flank was in contact with the 4th Liarine Division on
the north., The Marines were determined in their attemptto reach
the bay. The remaining parts of the Marine line remained approx-
imately the same as that which had existed earlicr in the morning,
The center of the 165th was able to reach the bay. A gap occurred
between the right flank of the 165th and the 105th., This gap was
partolled by thc 165th. Upon return of the convoy to the island
the 106th Infantry was ordered to move ashore on this day and be-
come COrps reserve,

Phalont's tank platoon supported the 3rd Battalion, 105th.
They spent the day lknocking out machine gun nests along the coast

in the vieirity of CAPE OBIAM. Generally, the advance followed
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the railroad which was a few hundred yards in from the coast.
Dorey's tanks were to support the lst Battalion, 105th
in its attack along a2 ridge south of ASLITO Airfield., During
the morning the battalion suffered heavy casualties in repeated
attacks to seizc the ridge. However, at this time the tanks
had not joined this battalion. The tanks of Dorey's platoon had
been diverted the previous day from obtaining fuel and ammunition
in order to destroy a Japanese sniper, They had been delayed in
arriving to support the lst Battalion because they could not get
their needed ammunition until the morning of 19 June.
The attack of the 165th was supported by Lts. Fleck's
and Ganio's light tank platoons. East of ASLITO 4in the vicinity
of the railroad tracks several enemy strong points were knocked
out by Fleck's tanks. Continually during the day the tanks
brought up supplies and evacuated the wounded for the Infantry.
"Time and time again throughout the Saipan Campaign the tank
did yeoman's service in evacuating infantry wounded and in
bringing up food and wéter when there was no other way that this
could be done."lh
During the evening the first medium tanks of Company B,
762nd Tank Battalion came ashore. Lt. Williams! platoon was

landed on Yecllow Beach 3 below CHARAN-KALOA oy ICTs at about

1615 hours.




Events:Of 20 June \

At 0700 hours the 27th Division héd taken.ovef.the zone
of the 25th Regiment, Lth larine Division on the north. The
27th'Division\qu giveh this zpne iﬁ order ﬁo broaden its di-
vision front and to narrow the front for thevuth.Marine Division,
The 27th'Division_bianngd a qodrdinated attack against NAFGT@@.
Two battalions of the 165th and one battalionqof the 105th which
was attached to the 165th made the main effort. The attack was
" to jump off at 1200 hours. 4 20 minute artillery preparation was
to precede the' attack. Tﬁe light tanks éupporting‘were to lead
theAInfantry.. The other Eattalion of thé 165th was to mop}up on
‘the shore of MAGICIEQNE BAY generally in the area whiéh had been

taken over from the-hth_Marine Division.

‘ . SR
The attack was launched according to schedule with the

tanks b‘reak.ipg trail .for the infantry. In the attacks duriné the
' caﬁpaign the tanks were used at times to precede the infantry and
" at other times to follow, Often the presence of tanks drew heavy
'artillery and morter fire. Doreyis:tanks led tﬁe.Brd Batﬁalion;
165th in the area to the southeast of ASLITO. The platoon was
broken into iﬁsﬂtwovorganic sectiqns_and‘each supported.an infan-
,tfy company;: The tanks fgrced the Japanese to withdraw from sev-

-

eral anti-tank gun positions but in the movement failed to destroy

the weapons. Later.the next day'when we pulled our-lines back,
the Japanese reoccupied the positions and in later aﬁtacks they -

had to -be destfoyed._ This lesson was bitterly but quickly
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learned by both the tankers and infantry. All day 20 June,
Japdnese defensive fighting was very determined and fanatical,
It was difficult for the tankers to spot the positions or any
enemy troops. Actually very few Japanese were seen but there
was evidence of great numbers in the front lines,

To the south of MAGICIENNE BAY, Lt. Sillex's platoon
worked hand-in-glove with the 2nd Battalion, 165th. The fight-
ing was now approaching the base of NAFUTAN (See Fig. 2)» The
terrain was becoming increasingly difficult for tank movement.
Most of this action consisted of flushing the Japanese out of
caves, Lt. Fleck's platoon supported the lst Battalion, 165th
Infantry northwest of MAGICIENNE which contained the approaches
to DEATH VALLEY, the area slightly south and east of MT. TA-
POTCHAU. (See Fig. 1l.) At about 1730 hours Lt. Hitchner's pla-
toon of medium tanks were put ashore at the Yellow Beach south of
CHARAN-K ANOA.

Before continuing the operation of the 27th Division
supported by the light tanks in the conquest of IIAFUTAN PENINSULA,
we should consider the terrain that lay ahead for these units,
The passage down the peninsula was a valley enclosed by very
steep ground., The high ground on both the left and right was
covered withvheavy brush whigh created excellent cover for enemy
gun positions, At times during the fighting in this valley, the

brush towcered above the tank periscopes.
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Events Of 21 June

The two Marine Divisions held their ground and prepared
for an attack the following morning.. The 165th Infantry cleaned
out the resistance point on the upper shore of MAGICIENNE BAY.
The 27th Infantry Division was to continue its attack on N AFUTAN
The job was given to RCT 105 less the 2nd Battalion which was
placed in corps reserve,

Lt. Dorey's platoon supported Company C, 1lst Battalion,
105th. The first tank advance was made about 1130 hours, The
infantry failed to advance with the tanks. Again the tanks made
a moverent forward but for some reason the infantry did not ad-
vance. At 1600 the infantry advanced with the tanks and secured
the objective. It was probably-a lack of coordination between
the infentry units that limited the earlier advances,

The other lizht tanks of the battalion were active in
furnishing general tank support to the infantry units around
MAGICIENNE BAY and to the north. At the close of the day all the
army tank units werec ashore on SAIPAN.

Lt. General Holland k. Smith in command of the Expedition-
ary Forces apparently believed that the fighting in thé southern
part of the island was almost finished. Evidently the situation
on NAFUTIN was not understood. It was not clearly recognized by
higher headouarters that most of the Japanese had withdrawn to
NAFUTYT ©2nd had fertified this area in considerable strength., The

27th Inlantry Dibision, less one battalion was ordered to withdraw
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from the southern sector to be placed in corps reserve, The
2nd Bafkaiion, 105th was to be placed under Corps control for
the mission of cleaning up NAFUTAN POINT. Only Dorey's platoon

was out working with 2nd Battalion, 105thi

Events Of 22 June

Duc to the 27th Division going in to reserve, most of the
tank unit s were obtaining much needed rest and maintenance on their
vehicles. In the attack on the 22 June the two Marine Divisions
had zlmost rcached the 0-5 line. The tentative plan by the corps
for the 23rd was to have the 27th Division take over the center of
the line in order to reduce the 4th Marine Division's zone. The
27th Division planned to employ the 106th and 165th,

The warning order arrived giving H hour as 1000, The
division order was prepared and disscminated to the troops
prior to the reccipt of the final corps order which arrived
about midnight and prescribed the 0-6 line objective. Con-
sequently the division order prescribed a division limited
objective, There is reasonable gquestion as to whether or
not the corps allowed the division adequate time to prepare
for the attack and moyg its troops and artillery forward to
make the main effort,
To return to the scene of the action in the rugged
NAFUT:iN terrain and the combined tank-infantry opcration to clear
the point. The 2nd Battalion now had a front of approximately
3,0C5 yards of dense underbrush lousy with Japanese positions
in frent of theme

Tt, Decreyis platoon of light tanks continued to help the

Infaatry in desiroying the enemy strong points.s It was the

practice for the tonks to go ahead of the infrontry and knock
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down the tall brush. Then they would halt and wait for the infan-

try to move up to them before continuing

Zventy Of 23 June

Continuing down the NAFUTAN VALLEY at first appeared
likely to be a very casy operation. On this day Dorey took his
platoon on a raid down the entire length of the peninsula. They
fired into the brush along both sides of the valley. Initially
Dorey had begun the run in order to investigate a source of firing
which appearcd to be friendly. Later it was found that the road
down the valley was heavily mined but the tanks fortunately did
not detonate any of them. Probably this was because that the
encmy used improvised mines and detonzators. During this raid
Japanese actually came out of their positions and climbed upon
the lead tanks but were shot off by the other tanks in the column,
Heavy enemy mortar fire and lack of accompanying infantry forced
the tankers to withdraw up the valley. After the first raid the
tanks supported Company F and destroyed a machine gun position
which the infantry could not reach without suffering heavy losses.
The infantry had suffered seven casualties in trying to knock out
the gun. The platoon of tanks for a second time made a similar
raid into the enemy position down the length of the valiey. Act-
ually the tanks were penctrating the strong defensive positions
of the enemy. After the infantry moved down the valley they

counted several nundred enemy dead.
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The tank action on this day was outstanding. It was
daring but it was well planned, and the tanks had lady
-® fortune on their side. It was a dangerous operation., The
tanks were on the very heart of thc enemy stronghold, sur-
rounded on all sides by numerous hostile troops, subject
to heavy mortar and anti-tank fire as well as equally grave
dangers posed by mines and Molotov Cocktails grenades. The
tanks were so far in front of the ;&nfa,ntry that they could
not have received help from them.l
Turning our attention back north to the action in the
vicinity of DEATH VALLEY the 4th Marine Division was guiding the
27th Infantry units into the line, On 22 June, the 165th closed
in its assembly area; the 106th had arrived in its assigned areca
on the 2lst. This early arrival allowed the 106th adequate time
for reconnaissance but undoubtedly the 165th did not have time to
make a thorough daylight reconnaissance. During tlie movement to
the line of departurc from the assembly area the 165th took the
wrong road and was following the 106th,

The tank-infantry action during the 27th Division's drive
up the middle of the island was probably the toughest fighting of
the campaign. The terrain was very difficult in their zone.

During the day the infantry was not able to make much
progress in the attack. It was cvident from the enemy resistance
that the 27th Division was hitting at his well established main line
of resistance. In this attack Lt. Fleck's light tank platoon was
attached to Company A, 1lst Battalion, 165th Infantry., The tanks
went out in front of the infantry to investigate enemy machine gun

positions along the read, These positions were very effective in

holding up the infantry advance. Lt. Fleck moved out to reconnoiter
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the terrain to the front while he dispatched his second section

to destroy thc machine guns; Fleck's tank moved deeply into

enemy territory well ahead of friendly infantry and was easily

destroyed by a Jap ambush o All but onc¢ crew member were killed.l8
During the night the tanks hclped the infantry consolidate

and hold their positions. The enemy continued throughout the

night to make small but fierce counter attacks in each regimental

zonc.

Events Of 24 June

Corps order for operations was essentially a continuation
of the attack of 23 June, The 27th Infantry Division was to make
the main attack on its left over very difficult terrain. The
Japanese defended the high ground. The ground between the 106th
right and 165th left flank was fairly open and covered by Japanese
machine gun and mortar fire,

»Lt. Dudley Williams' platoon of mcdium tanks saw its first
day of action while supporting the 165th. During the day most of
its action was in the general area of Lt. Fleck!s ambushiof the day
before, Somchow the tanks following the infantry at this particular
time lost contact with them. Williams! first section of three tanks
were ambushed and only the courageous action and excellent gunning
of the other tanks behind.Williams saved him from the same fate,

The 2nd Battalion, 165th, also had the support of the
light tanks cf Lt. Ganio's platoon but in reality they spent most

of the morning scarching for Fleck's knocked out tank., During
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the afternoon he aided the battalion in repelling an expected
counter-attack. Lt. Sillex's platoon supported the lst Bat-
talion, 165th but this support amounted to evacuating wounded.

At the entrance to DEATH VALLEY, so aptly named by the
27th, the 106th was meeting tough resistance. Lt., Hitchner's
and Lt. Lansford's platoons of medium tanks were supporting the
106th in its drive into the valley. Hitchner supported Company
K. Lansford supported Company L and was given the job of clearing
out some Japanese positions along the cliffs at the left of the
entrance to DEATH VALLEY. After a full day's action only two
tanks of the two platoons were left fit for combat as a result
of enemy action and much needed tank maintenance, These two tanks
stayed in the line that night to aid the infantry.

Not to forget NAFUTAN, Dorey's platoon continued té sup-
port the 2nd Battalion, 105th during the operation, Companies
F and G were on the line., Very closc cooperation between the
tanks and infantry enabled the tanks to destroy several enemy gun
positions. The infantry pointed out these positicns with tracers.
Lt. Bullock's first section of three tanks came up in the evening
to replace Lt. Dorey's first section. This arrangement of relief
was to enable the tanks to receive maintenance. The rough coral
wore a set of tracks down to the pins in a couple of days. It
had been planned by Dorey to retrack one tank a day, but time

was not available,
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u:‘veni",s of 25 June o \ 4

In the drive to the north the attack was a continuatlon

of the previous day's advance, The 2nd Marlne D1v1s1on captured
MT. 1APOTLHAU after 10 days of difficult flghtlng.- The Ath Marine
D1v1310n on the right flnlshed cleanlng up and securing most of
KAGMAN PENINSULA, The 27th Division found the movement forward
vef& difficult.~ It appeared that the 106th and 165th were hlttlng
the p051t10ns ‘that had been organized to ‘oppose our landings on
brown and. purple beachea@ Purple beaches in vicinity of TANAPAG
had hot.béen used.. - | o

. The tank action on this day wés'not unlike that of the past
few days, Sillek's platoon supported tﬁe 3rd Battélion, 165th. Lt.
* Williams withftwo_tanks; supportedznd~Battali0n, lOéth. Also Lt.
Bullock with his light tank platoon supported the 106th, Both pla-
.téonsvwere_sent‘forward to find the infantry and made three attempts
in vain, Théntankglwere to- have suppérted the 106th in an attéck
down the valley past some cllffs that had been holding them up from
advanc1ng. Thls attack was to move éﬁt at 1630 hours. The tanks
trled a. fourth tlmc uo find ‘the infantry but were forced to with-
draw at: 1630, hours by heavy antl-tank gun flre.
| ‘The 762nd Tank Battalloaneadquarters Company and Head-
quarters Sectlon of. Companv D,. 766th Tank Battallon arrlved on
SAIPAN!. The battallon headquarters were set up about two thirds
of ‘the ﬁay acrgss the island toward MAGICIENNE BAY from.CHARAN—
KANOA. This late arrival had béeh caused by the-Japanese Naval
threat in the First Battle of the PHILLIPIVE SEA. |
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On NHAFUTAN PENINSULA the action was very slow, Resis-
tance was stubborn and difficult to overcome. Lt. Phalon's light
tank platoon had reported to Lt. Colonel Jensen commanding the
2nd Battalion, 105th Infantry, on the 24th. Phalon had been com-
mitted to support Company F. The tanks were given credit for knock-
ing out many Japanese machine gun positions, mortars, and dual pur—

pose guns.

Events Of 26 June

At 0730 hours the three divisions were in the attack again
to the north. The 2nd Marine Division made only small gains.
Part of the division strengthened its position on MT. TAPOTCHAU.
The 4Lth Marine Division had fairly easy going but failed to reach
the objective. The 27th Division in the center of the line, met
stubborn enemy resistance and made very little progress. Later
in the doy, the 165th Infantry on the right part of the 27th In-
fantry Division, was attached to the 4th Marine Division in order
to shift its zone of action slightly to the right to take advan-~
tage of the ridge line. It was successful and moved along for
awhile with the L4th. Failing to reach O~6 line, the 4th Marine
consolidated its position and waited for the other two divisions
to pull abreast,

Orders from the 27th Infontry Division placed the 762nd
Tank Battalion in division reserve for the attack at H-hour,
During the day the tank platoons working either as a unit or

sections supported the infantry in their limited advance,

4
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The infantry and tank action continued to attempt to
break through the cenemy resistance on NAFUTAN. Phaloa's platoon
of light tanks moved ~head of the infantry in order to flush the
Japanese as if they were coveys of quail. Cannister ammunition
proved extremely valuesble for this type action when attempting to
knock out positions placed in the brush or among the coral boul-
ders.

Both Lt. Dorey and Lt. Phalon returned on the cvening of
the 26th to Battalion Headquarters. That night not a single
Japanese was killed by the infantry battalion on the line. How-
ever, the remaining Japanese slipped through the lines and created
confusion all over the lower third of the islend. One small out-
post reported to have seen a column of about 300 Japanese pass its
position. About 500 Japanese that made the breakthrough were
killed during the night by patrols from the 25th Marine Regiment

in reserve in vicinity ASLITO over the lower third of the island, -

Events Of 27 June

The attack continued with the three divisions abreast,
The 4th was late in moving out but met very little resistance and
advanced 2,000 yards to thc O~6 line by 1630 hours. The 165th had
not made so much advance so the 4Lth stopped. It was necessary for
he Lth to defend a 2,000 yard front zs well as a 2,500 yard flank
between them and the 165th. The 2nd Marine and 27th Divisions

made practically no advance on their fronts.,
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The tank battalion had supported the attack at 0530
hours. Three platoons of Company D, 766th, supported 165th in its
action with the 4th Marine Division: Two platoons of medium tanks,
Company B, 762nd, and two plétoons Company D, 762nd, were attached
to 106thi

The platoon of light tanks supporting the 165th on the left
moved out to the front during the advance. They received heavy
anti-tank firc but only one tank was lost. Lt. Sillex's tanks sup-
ported thc battalion on the risht next to 4th Karine but met very
little opposition,

The light and medium tanks supporting the 106th ran into
considerable anti-tank fire. One light tank and onc medium tank
were hit and knocked out. Three medium tanks threw tracks and
could not be repaired on ﬁhe spot because of the intensc enemy
small arms fire. One medium tank was overturned. The area at the
upper end of DEATH VALLEY was fairly open. In this area the 3rd
Battalion of the 106th was stopped by fire from well concealed
positions. The tanks were sent up and the firing ceased. How-
cver, when the tankers dismounted to get a better look for the
positions, the Japanese opened up with eyerything in thc book.
Invarinbly the Japanese would fire on a tanker whenever he would
show himsclf, whereas, many times they would hold their fire
against the infantry.

The infantry and tanks wore able to sweep down NAFUTAN
PENINSULA to the point. There was no opposition and it appcarced

that all the enemy that had been able to walk had joined in the
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break through of the right beiore;‘ Those that were wounded or
-unable -to néke‘the break thrcugh.had committed suicide.

Events Of 28 June -

The fighting was against many unseen and ﬁnkpown Japanese
positionsf_'iny‘small_gains ﬁérelmaae by the 2nd Marine Division
aﬁd 27th Infantry Division. The 4th Mgriné'continued ﬁo improve
its holding'ﬁositions and patrolled a 1000 yards to the front
without meeting.any strong positiogs or resistange,

The 27th DiQision was able to advance only a few huhdfed
yards. The drives of the 106th andvlé5th weré reinforced by tanks,
The tanks‘as‘gsual, arrived at the infantry command post at about
0530 hours for their assignments and in many caées_to'be led to the
_infantry fréﬁt,iine positions. Two piatoons of light tanks went to
the 106th.. Lt. Bullock's 'platoon of light tanks suppéi-téd the 165th .
in their drive. The heaviest'figﬁting again was at the uppef end
‘of DEATH VALLEY in TAPOTCHAU GAP. The offort to break through
failed with heavy losses%_ﬁptﬁ in iﬁfantry and tanks,

ihe~165th met strong resistanCe'frbm enemy{macﬁiné gun
and méftar fire, One-df thé'tanKS-in Bullock's plétoon was
damagéd,by aﬁtiétank fireg‘ Several~otﬁeré used‘ﬁp their fuel and
had to withdréwﬁf'Lt. Hitcﬁner was_evacuaied forﬂcombat.fatigue and
his platoonréonmmnqed byﬁLt;xcqrdoniMéQuaih~repléced Bﬁllock!s pla-
toon and assistediianullocé(s withdrawal. Guffey's'platoon and

. Ganio commanding Fleck's old platoon also reinforced the inf;amtry.l9




Events Of 29 June

The 2nd Marine Di#lslon on the left and the 27th Divid
sion in thb Ccnter met he QVJ r931stance over the rough terraln
1n their zZones., “Very llttle cround was taken durlng this day's
action. The‘hth.Marlnes pn,the right side of the llpe contlnued ,
to hold and patrol to the front w1thout much oppositon,
The 27th, supported by ‘tanks, contlnued to try to push
'through the enemy resistance in the.TAPOTCHAU GAP and the hills to
| the northeast. In the lOéth zone of advance, Lt. Gordon McQualn's
tanks were able to déstroy an enemy tank, one field piece and sev-
eral mgchlno gun p051tlons. rln_lly hlS tank struck a mine. It
also hit by a 47 mm shell, howevgr, llttle damage was done.1.
" Lt. Guffey's tank platoon aided the 2nd Battalion, 106th,
Iﬁ the attemot to destroy an enemy tank -one tank struck a land
mlne-and was lmmoblllzed. Later another tan& was hlt by fire from
an antl-uan& gun. Also Lt. Slllux's llght tank platoon supported
the 2nd Battalion. They met fairly llqht re51stance early in the
~attack 5dt later in~the afternqon heavy mortar fire forced them
"to withdraw and to give up the hard won position along. CHARAN-
DANSHI MT. . | A i
Lt. Lansfordfs platoon of medigm tanké supported the 2nd
Battalion, 165th during‘the day;_and‘helped the  infantry take

several strongly fortified positions among cavess .
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Events Of. 30 Jung .

* The pvé?ihll picture of the action is about ideniiéal

to the éctiéﬁ %&é& OCCHrféd on the-ﬁrecéding'tWU days. The two
divisions on the left were making very little progress; Ai4
though this slow novement would indicate to the reade" that very
llttle action took place it was a much different plcture to the
tankers and infantry in the 27th Division.

\ "June 30 is a date that all army tank men who were on
SAIPAN will long rémember. - On that-date'they suffereQ‘théir
greatest ioss in killed and wounded of any single day ’during ‘the |
entife operation."zo 4 i

Since the lé5t5,had notlbeeniable tb keep up with the
left flank of the 4th Marine Division on the right the gap still

existed. Lt. Ganio's platoon of light tanks helped Company K,
165th.‘to est;blish contact with the Marines. During the day,
'Captaln Ward, Company B, Company Conmmnder, came up to the 3rd
Battalion with water and-ratlons.' Meanwhile Canlo lost . two
-tanks from anti—tank gun fire.  Captain Ward with a platoon of
medium tanks aided in an attack for the hill, but was driven
back ?y heavy anti-tank gun fire after losing a tank.

Lt. Williams worked with the 3rd Battalion, 105th, which
‘was committed in the line, Later in the déy Lt. Phalon's and Lt.
Dorey's platoons helped the 3rd Battallon. Phalon's tanks par-

ticipated in an c~tta.ck by Company K, 3rd Battalion durmg the

"afternoon but even the heavy tank fire was unable to eliminate
: /
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all of the many machine gun positions that the Japanese¢ had
emplaced utilizing the concealment of the heavy foliage and

cene fields in this area,

Events of 1 July

At last the enemy resistance was crumbling and the attack
was moving to the north to the outside of DEATH VALLEY to swing
slightly to the northwest toward TAIIAPAG HARBOR. The 4th Marine
Division met very little resistance in its 1,500 yard drive to
the north. The 27th Division met slight resistance initially
but was able to advance about 600 yards during the day, The
2nd Marine Division met practically no resistance, but there were
some by-passed pockets of enemy resistancc that required cleaning
out,

From now until thce securing of the island the units of the
762nd provisiomal Tank Battalion had about lost their platoon or-
ganizations. Because of the number of tank losses and major main-
tenance repairs it was neccssary to cstablisn a tank pool, This
cnabled thc hecadguarters to assign tanks to platoon leaders for
their assigned daily missions to meet the requests in support of
the infantry,

Dorey's and Lansford's tanks worked with the 3rd Ba-
ttalion, 105th. The action was that action so typical of a day
of tank support on SAIPAN which the tankers had been accustomed

to expecting and then finding.
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- Ganio aHd Guffey with' their assigned tanks aided the

ist Battalion 106th -inl evabuhtikig woundédi Later Gﬁffey wasj
given the ﬁissiohfof'helping the batﬁalion take a small hiil;< 
In thé%dfternodn Guffey was orderedfto accOmpahy the infantry
pattaliqn_in,an édvahce;"_Guffey protested that thelpanks were
not in coﬁditibn to accomplish the gission dué to maintenance
difficulﬁies; 'Thé-attackAwas madg.and two tanks were lost from |
antl-thnk gun fire.® | J

Captain Ward helpg,d the an &ttallon, lOéth durlng the

morning. In the af_tern‘oon he supported ‘the 1st Batt@a.on, lOét_h. -

To jump from support of one unit to another was not uncommon.,

Events Of 2 July

The 2nd Marine D1v1s10n in its udvg.nce toward TANAPAG
HARBOR was running into more dlfflculty from isolated pockets e

1m1ch were compOSed of .some very deliberate strong p01nts. The

division wa§_approach1ng GARAPAN., The 27th Division had better

luck than they had experienced'for'the'past few days. . The 4th
Marine Division continued its attack against préctically no op-
0031t10n probablj limited onlj by the slow progress of the two

" divisions on 1ts left which were hav1ng to-overcome stubborn

enemy re31stance.'

"Ganio and Sillex with groups of light tanks supported
the 3rd Battalion, 165th, in an advance of 600 yards northeast R
of CHARAN-DANSHI. This was a very difficult and almost im-

possible area for tank operation.

s
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Events Of 3 July

The 2nd Marine Division had taken GARAPAN and was now
driving into TANAPAG HARBOR. The 27th Division was swinging
around and now overlooking TANAPAG HARBOR. The A4th Marine Di-
vision was conkinuing its drive straight to the north,

Tﬁe action was really soft for the tankcrs compared to the
past days of fighting. At hand was the mission to continue the
advance in support of the infantry in order to crush the final
Japanese resistance. The survivors occupied positions in the ra-
vines leading down to the coastal plains around TANAPAG.

Captain Ward's tanks supported the lst Battallon, lOéth
along with Lt. Bullock's tanks. Probably Captain Ward's tanks
saw more action than any others on this day. Due to the platoons!
of his company, operating over 2 wide front with different units
therec was little work that he, as a company commander, could do.
Therefore, Ward took turns along with his platoon leaders in taking
out platoons to support the infantry action., This action of Ward's

greatly helped the morale of his unit.Zl

Events Of 4 July

By the cnd of this day the 2nd Marine Division completed
its hard drive and now held GARAPAN and TANAPAG HARBOR. The
27th Division had moved into FLORES PCINT and rcached the beach,
The Lth Marine Division had completed a 3500 yard drive in three
days. The front lines formed a salient into the enemy lines with

the 4th Marine Division holding the greater part of the line.
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The zones of the 2nd Marine and 27th Divisions had petered out
into the sea. (See Fig. 3)

In the drive for FLORES POINT there was a2 coordinated
attack launched at 1300 hours. The 2nd Marine Division on the left,
the lst Battalion, 106th in the center, and the 2nd Battalion, 106th
on the right moved according to schedule., Phalon's, Dorey's and
Lansford's tank units supported the attack by preceding the infan-

try. Only slight resistance was encountered,

Events of 5 July

The forces were shaping up for the final drive to the
north,s The 2nd Marine Division was pulled from the line and
assembled in a bivouac near GARAPAN. Preparation for their
action on TINIAlN was their next mission. The 4th Marine Division
and 27th Infantry Division were continuing the attack to the north.

The boundary which had divided the nortnern half equally
aiong the two divisions for the advance was now changed. The 4th
Marine boundary was projecting the left flank to the west coast
to a point about half way between FLORES POINT and MARPI POINT,
(See Fige 2). This was done so that some of the encmy might be
cut off o2nd left in a pocket. If successful, this action would
block those in front of the 27th Infantry zone of advance, The
advance of the Lth Marines during the next few days was fairly
casy. However, the 105th of the 27th Division was advancing up
the plain into the strong enemy resistance. This fanatical op-

position causcd a slow advonce for that flank., The 165th on the
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right flank advancing up the higher ground was making the di-

vision's main advance but hit stubborn resistance.

Events Of 6 July

On the 6th it was planned for Lansford's medium tanks to
work with the lst Battalion, 105th. Lt. Williams, Lt. Ganio and
Lt. Dorey supported the 2nd Battalion, 105th. Captain Ward with
redium tanks was to go to the lst Battalion, 165th Infantry.
However, it had now become normal for plans to be changed at the
last minute due to unexpected Japanesc actions and strong unknown
positions that were encountered dfter the attacks jumped off,

The 105th was advancing up the coastal plain. This area
was heavily mined and defended.with a series of networks of dug-
outs and trenches. 1ese had been constructed to meet our landing
had it come in the likely TANAPAG HARBOR arca. There was a good
coastal rozd but thc area off the road in many places presented
marshy terrain if the tanks attempted to cross.

On the morning of 6 July, Williams! tanks had supported
2nd Battalion, 105th. The tanks were given the mission to ad-
vance down the railrodd track near a promincnt road junction,

The attack began at 0715 hours. After advancing for about 15
minutes the tankers found themselves in 2 mine ficlde Strong
anti~-tank fire covering the minefield stopped the advance, The
infantry could not advance because of the machine gun fire well

placed on this area. The tanks had to withdraw.
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Captain ihrd's medium tanks supported Company A, 165ths
During the day the resistance became very stubborn. The platoon
was caught i an cnemy pocket, lost 2 tanks; scveral men were
wounded. lany courazcous acts were performed by the tankers while
evacuating the wounded tank crewssq

At the end of the day's fighting on the 6th the front line
of the 27th Division ran from the coast at o spot a mile north of
TANAPAG HARBOR cestward to the hills, The 105th was along the
coast, Therc was a gap in the line to the east between the 105th
and 165th, The 155th was occupying the high ground for their de-
fense, Tre gap in the line was along the eastern sector of the
plain just short of the sloping grouad lcading up to the 165th,

The 106th was in reserve back along the coast,

Events Of 7 July

At 0445 hours, the 24th Regiment of the Ath Marine Di-
vision received -~ BANZAI attnck but disposed of it killing about
400 Japancse before they could break through the line. During
the night the 105th had been hit with a small counterattack but
easily rc¢pulscd it. However, at about 0510 hours the 105th which
had pushed the line about a half mile chead of the 165th received
the main ¢ffort of an a2ll out do or die Japanese BANZAL charge in
the area cxtending from LaiTULSKA to T.NATAG HARBOR. There were
5000 screaming and shouting Japanese crazed with scke and using
anything possible for a weapon. This attack overran the lst and
2nd Battalions in about 25 minutes ond then drove down the coast

to the rear,
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The tanks had been withdrawn to the rear after the end of
the day's fighting on the 6th for geosupplya At 0530 hours the
tank liaison officer at the 27th Bivision headquarters notified
the tank battalion headquarters about the breakthroughs This was
the first information that the tankers had received regarding the
situation at the front.

Plans had been made the evening before to send three tank
platoons to the infantry early in order that they could get out to
the different units before their attacks began. So when the call
came to the tank battalion headquarters the tank platoons were ready.
Lt. Guffey and Lt. Phalon with light tanks and Lt. Lansford with
medium tanks were moving to the 105th CP at about 0545 hours.

The tanks were given the mission of driving through to the
1st and 2nd Battalions which had been overrun during the night.
Nothing was known about the condition of the unit or their dis-
positions at this time. In the ensuing action several tanks were
lost but hundreds of the "saked-up" Japanese were killed.

In the advance forward the woods shead of the tanks were

filled with Japanese on the move. This was explained to Colonel

Bishop, the Rcgimental Commander, by the tank liaison officer,

Lt. Spears, but it was so nccessary to reach the cut-off infantry
that the tanks were ordered to go through regardless. As

the tanks advanced they did not fire because in the hazy light at

this hour of the early morning the crews could not tell the difference

between the enemy and American soldiers and they were afraid of
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shooting up the cut-off battalions,

One tank in Guffey‘s platoon lost a track fram a Jap-
anese placed magnetic mine., Another tank ran off the road and
veliied up. When the Japanese saw the golden opportunity to get
the bellied tank that was out of action a hundred Japanese led
by several officers headed for it. The two tanks that had accom-
panied the disabled tank had been forced to withdraw. Only the
arrival of Lt. Lansford's four medium tanks on the scene saved
the tank and crew. Lansford's platoon destroyed the rest of the
Japanese that the light tank crew could not see, This type of
fighting continued throughout the day.

Repeated attempts were made to reach the trapped infantry
battalions during thie morning but with no success. Finally about
1500 hours they made contact with the infantry. Lansford's pla-
toon finally reached the surrounded battalions but did not stay
long. The infantry could not or would not follow them out.
During the action of the afternoon the tanks escaped from several
almost tragic situations but suffered several casualties among the
crews. The 105th lost 406 men that were killed and 512 men that
were wounded. Practically the entire two battalions were wiped
out. Later in the afternoon Lansford's and Phalon's tanks were
sent to the support of the 106th which had been committed. When
the tanks withdrew about 1730 hours and returned to the regi-
mental CP the men learned that they would have to remain at the

front during the nignt. The line extended from the beach for

51




about 500 yards east to the edge of the hills. The tanks were
placed with the lst and 2nd Battalions in the line with only 50
yards botween cach tank. Ten tanks stayed in the line throughout

the night,.

Events Of 8 July

At about OLOO there were hundreds of Japanese still moving
about but the cxpected counter-attack had not materializrd during
the night. During the day all available tanks were in the front
lines. Many Japanese were killed, however, not as many as the
day befére. It appeared that the Japanese showed themselves de-
sirous of being killed. Many were observed taking their own lives.
The BANZAI cry of "Seven lives for our Country" had backfired on
the Japs.

The 2nd Marine Division started relieving the 27th Infan-
try Division about 1000 hours. All the troops except the 165th
Infantry was to be relieved as of this date. All the tanks had
withdrawn by 1400 hours and returned to the tank battalion CP by

Division order.

Events Of 9 July -~ 30 ngy
On 9 July General Holland ¥. Smith declared SAIPAN sc-
cure. The battle for the island was officially over but much
fighting.and heavy mopping up remained to be done in the nor-
thern part, During this period the tanks were given the much

nceded maintenance . The units were rested and outfitted as
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best as possible. One medium tank and three light tnanks were re-
trieved from the battlefield and repaired,s On 30 June the 27th
Infantry Division, minus 165th Infantry, which had becn pulled
out of the line for intended operation on TINIAN, but not needed
therc, was given the mission of cleaning up on the northern part
of the island. Two companies of the 762nd Tank Battalion were

to support the division.

Events of 31 July - 5 August

In the succeeding days to 5 August most of the tank units
saw action in the mop up. However, this action was easy compared
to that of the prcceding days of the campaign. At 1200 hours, 5
August, the tank battalion wes relcased from the division and told
that it would load and leave SAIPAN that day or the next. All ve-
hicles were loaded that night and early the next morning aboard
LSTs and the USS Kenmore. They bade farewell to the misery of
SAIPAN at 1730 hours but carried away unforgettable memories of

blood and stecl,

Statistics
The 762nd provisional Tank Battalion lost 17 M5 type
light tanks and 5 M4 type medium tenks during the campaign.
When the 27th Infantry Division went into reserve on the 8th of
July there were 15 light and 10 medium tanks available for use.
The maintenance personnel were continually retrieving and re-

conditioning many tanks lost during the action.
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The tank battalion had 18 men killed and 57 men wounded
in action. Thirteen men were injured in action. This gives a
total of S8 casualties out of the provisional battalion strength
of approximately 250 meng

34,300 gallond of gasoline were consumed by the tanks
during the campaign.

The ammunition cxpended during the campalgn shows that
the light tanks fired much more than the medium tanks. HE and
c-nnister were employed more than any others. Very little smoke

was usede

75 mm 37 mm
HE 2,204 HE 24,000
AP L6 AP 9,000
WP 160 Cannister 18,900
Shrapnell 205

30 Cal 45 Cal

Light Machire Gun 3,750,000 Pistol & Submachine Gun 12,900

Swmmary

SAIPAN was nuf,first strike at the enemy final land perim-
etor of inner island defense of the Japanese homeland. To lose
control of this land mass was a great blow to the Japanese mil-
itary and goverhmcnt high level planners.

Ourrﬁove to the target area in the large convoy supported

by a strong armada of U. S. Navy was inviting the Japanese Imperial
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Flect to its "coup dec grace." At this time the U. S. havy was
at lcast five times stronger than the fleet forces the Japancse
could muster in this areea.

The amphibious assault landing on the island was made with-
out incurring more than the usual number of expecﬁed problemsy The
newly conceived tactical plan of supporting the landing assault
troops carriers with amphibious tanks integrated into the assault
waves proved to have much merit for enabling the troops to get
ashore without receiving great amounts of direct fire. In addition,
the use of the amphibious tanks to move inland and support the at-
tempt to get a foothold, prior to landing of land tank units, was
new in our island warfare conduct but proved to be sound in prin-
ciple.

The establishing ot the beachhead was done in much the
samo manner s for operation on other island campaigns. It was
necessary to comnit the corps reserve element, 27th Infantry Di-
vision, into the line prior to the time initially thought would
be nccess~ry. The land light tenk units were placed in the line
as quickly as possible to give the infantry incrcased attacking
force,

The push inland against the strong Japanese defensive
positions was typical of previous island operations, It was
necessary to use the maximum number of troops and infantry that
the tcrrain would permit. Very few reserves were held out after

the first few days of thc campaign. The drive was slow and
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required detailed coordination during the attacks. Often it was
necessary for units to slow dowt and wait for adja0en£ units to
pull abreast and fill the gaps that had developed during the
advance, The Japs always sought and used to their advantage any
zaps between units on the line,

Small unit action supported by tanks was normal. Often
the tank unit integrity was completely lost and eazch tank would
carry out support missions assigned or requested by its accom—
panying infantry troops. Arnor was not used in great gquantity
during the campaign due to the limitations of shipping space and
the terrain of the island. The tanks had toc follow the roads or
valley flats. This was a great restriction to mancuver, however,
the tank mounted cannons and machine guns rendered the infantry
support fire power that could not be normally hand carried into
these arcas. The tanks' shock action was a big factor in helping
the infantry gain superiority nceded for the attacks of fortified

positions such as found throughout the island of SAIPAN,

Conclusions

l. Coordination.

After the invasion of the island of SAIPAN it was again
rcalized that on amphibious landing involves mistakes and mis-
haps regardless of how thorough or well planned the operation
may bes To plice the units of "The Quecn of Battle" and the sup-~

porting tanks on hostile shores requires good communications and

super coordination.




2+ Supulye

as If the tanks are to continue the much needed support
to the infantry during the attempt to hold and expand the beach«
head, ammunition and fuel must be landed early in the operation,
This problem was well pointed out on SAIPAN when the tanks had to
leave the front lines and look for ammunition in the different
supply dumps along the beach.

b, The tanks must be allowed to leave the front lines
before dark in order to move back to the rear to resupply with
fuel and ammunition. This will permit the tanks to bo on the line
early in the morning to jump off with the infantry and thus in-
crease their attacking strength and ability in securing the ob-
jectives.
3+ Technique.

Tanks should not be diverted from a major mission to flush
a sniper. This is not an economical use of the fire power that
could be available to the attacking infantry troops.-

4. Training,.

Tank-infantry teams should be allowed to train together

prior to combat. This develqp,é mutual respect and knowledge of

the limitations and capabilities of both,
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CHAPTER III : .

ARMORAON TINIA$~
During the planning éﬁaée of_Opération FORAGER, it had

bécome evident thaﬁ SAIPAN could never be feaily Secure until
“IIIAP, which was 25 to three miles south of SAIPAu, was cap-~
tured, MNoreover, the relatively flat terraln of TIkIAh offered
one,of the great strateglc prizes of tre kARIAhAS Cumpalgn,.
namely, sites for half a dozen 8,500 foot runways from which B~29s
could fly to bomb JAPAN |

v

Not wlthst“ndlng his rcductlon and defeat on SAIPAN, the

- Jap contirued to strengthen his defenses of TIMIAN» He had had

five weeks‘iQ which to perfect thisvbastion against the on-
slaught of the Yankees, wblle at uie same time, he was Ibsing
SAIPAD. The morale of the Hips on TINIAN was high as this is=
lana, which was part of uhc present outpost of.the’Jépanese Eﬁ-
pire, was to be huld at all coéts.

This truatlse w1;l prebeno tm;roln of the 4th Marine

Division tanks on TINIAN but will not discuss the action of ﬁhe

2nd.Marine Division on this island,

Intelligence (See Figs L4)

Prior to the invasion of TINIAN, a preliminary beach
reconnaissance of the island was made in four phases: (1) a
reconnaissance of Yellow Beaches and of Beach White One was

made on the ‘night of 10-11 July, and revealed the presence of-

mines and a relatively high surf present OLf lellow Beaches;
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but White Beach One was found to be good althouvh very narrows;
A £ g 5

_(2) the reconnglssance of Beach Whlte Two was made the follow1ng

night, (U—-lq Julv), and determined that tre beach was generally

suitable, bht there were flssures along the edge of the outer recef

" as well as Large bou¢dcrs, and vertlcal or undercut llmestone cliffs

on portlons of the oeach wnlch iu“nlshed obstacles to pasoagefof
LVTs; (3) the morning of Jig minus one &as used to make a recon-
naissance of the reef off TINIAN TOWN; (4) planned demolitioq,
Worklén Beach White Tw6 on the nightléf Jig minus one with the o
purpose of déstroying boat minzs known to exist on the‘beachAand

to blast out boulders flanking the beaéhes were unsuccessful due

to a scuall Sﬂanterlng the floats loaded with exp1031ves.l It

is to 'be noted tnat all nlght reconnalssancc and night demolltlon
missions were conducted without apparent dlscovery by the enemy.
Such missions were carried out with destroyers stahdihg by to

give supporting fires if such became necessary. These missioné
found that Beﬁch White One'and-Two were narrow‘énd rough, and had
meager.exits but thét they could be used.for the\landings. Wé.

thus secured 1nformat ion concerning tbe landing buaches without

permitting the enemy to oecome covnlzant of our pluns relaulve to

the exact spot of the 1nva31on.

Reconraissance and captured documents indicated thét the
landing sites in the vicinity of TINIAN TOM! consisted of fixed:

defenses, Every small beach in the area was heavily defended by

B ° . A}
rifle and machine gun ‘emplacements and pill boxes. The beaches -

were also héavily miﬁed, There was evidence of 70 and 75 mm
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howitzer empiacéments on thé‘TINIAN TOWN beach with a field of
flre covering TINIAN TOWN HARBOR. A.covéred 75 mm gun pbsition
that was located on the cllff south of TINIAH TOdF was 51ghted
to cover Blue Beach, but its field of flr? was very limited. It
is apparent fhat the Japs expected us to land in thé vicinity of
TINLAN TOM.  (See Fig. 4) B
Inlgnd tne terrain became rough, being formed of coral
outcroppings covered with heavy undergrowth and styewn with coral
bundles, and pef&itted.only limited routes of egress froﬁ the
beaches,.which Were mere:paths or trails, It was noted that the
.western side ofvthe island slopes grédually toward the shoré, a
considerable pbrﬁion bf'the slope being in the lowland région. A
rldbc coqnectlng thc hllls in thc no”thern and southern parts of
the island runs close to the eastern shore, making the eastern
slopes very steép; gentle ridges radiate from the peaks.2 The
Ahlghcst elevation on the 1qland is NT. LASSO which is 56h feet.,
The lowlands are mostly clear, and planted in sugar cane, the
terrain was admirably sui@ed to the use of tanks,” An excellent

road net was in existence,

Enemy Order Of Battle

. The following units of the Japanese irméd Forces par-
ticipated in the action against tbc United States on TINIAN:

.as 50th lnfantry Reglment 1nclud1ng three 1nfantry

" battalions, an.artillery battalion, and miscellaneous unit

attachments, | (
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. b, Ist Battalion l35£h Infantry Regiment, composed of
headquarters platoon, three companies, and a battalion mortar.

. : J :
platoon, This battalion was attached to the 50th Regiment,

/ ce '29th Division Field Hospital Detachment,
d. Tank Company, 18th Infantry Regiment (12 light
‘model 1935 tanks)e |

e, 56th Ne val Guard Force. This unit is believed to

have had under its Jurlsdlct;on the 82nd and 83rd AA Units and the
| 233rd Construction Unit. |
f. Administrative Command of lst Alr Fleet, Rear Admiral
K AKUDA, COmmander in Chief,
| g. 523rd Naval Air Grouﬁ, later known as the 302nd Air
Group, consisting of some 600 men. I .
b, Parts of the 343rd, 26lst Naval Air Groups.
i, Added.to this group of units were many small mis-
- cellaneous elements such as airbase and qustructiQn gnits.
: The enemy force on TINIAN totaled approximate;y 9,000 of

Whom 5,000 were’Army and 4,000 Nava_lvpersonnel,3

Prior Planning

Following the defeat of the Japs on SATPAN, the‘pian of
the Commanding Geqeral, Jortbern Troops and Landing Forces calling
for the 4th Mar*ne Division to invade TIRIAN was to be-ﬁut into
: operation, The first stcp was to commence the ncutrallzatlon of

this island with artillery fire of the thirteen ‘battalions of the

XXIV Corps Artillery, which could fire on TINIAN from-their
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positions on the southern.tip of SAIPAE; these fifes were to be
supplemental with naval gunfire and fightér aircraft bo@bardment,
The invasion itself was to be made by the btg;Marine‘Diﬁisiqn,
which was to embark in landing craft and LSTs- to make the initial
landings, while two regiments of the 2nd Marine Diyision aﬁoard
APAs would make a feint in front of the strongly fortified beach

P

at TINIAN omm. Next, the 2nd Marines were to stand off in support

and come in when the situation on the beaches warranted, to assist

in the drive dowmn the island. As a reserve there was to be the

' Sixth Marine Regiment on SAIPAN which was to be brought over as

soon as LSTs became available; the 27th Infantry Division, also on
SAIPAN, was alerted to serve as Corps ﬁeserve should the necessity
arise. .Immediately after landing on Beach ﬁhite.One and Bedch/

White de, the 4LtH Marine Division was to push rapid;y inland a-

bout 2500 yards to the O-1 liné, which included the first high grouﬁd
that commanded the landing area; preparatibns were then to be made
for an offensive in the direction of T, LASSO.

The scheme of landing the‘hth Marine Division, followed

by the 2nd Marine Division and éth Marine Regiment, contemplated

that each division, with its organizational eéuipment and initial

supplies, would be landed in one day. By the end of the third

~day, a sufficient reserve of ,ammunition, water and rations could

be.landed to support the assault operations inland., The principal
logistical problem,seemed to be the inability to prqvide the troobs

with the necessary suppiies and motor transportation over the
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3

narrow. -beaches;. on BEuCh dhlte One,; the beach area usable for pas-—
s. ge of- vmphlblous tractors. and vehlcleS‘was about 60 ye;ds in
width, whereas Beach White Two was 160 yards in Uldth but only the
center secn1on of "some 65 yards was traversablc. In order to al-
lcv1ﬂtc this s*tuatlon, detallod plans were made to provide var-
ious nxpcdlents to assure ldndlnv of at least some of the tanks
during the early assault phase when their support would be needed
most- urgently. ILCTs were to transport the tﬁnks because this
type craft'couid b;ach on rough edged reefs‘which'WGre definite
obstacles for LCMs.. It waé planned to load one LCT in gach group
assigned tc the assault Regimental Combat Teams with engineer .
equipment, and bulldoaers, SO that this eguipment could be ‘used
to make a passage for the tanks.. To further expedite the logis-
tical situation, thé Navj planned to construét pontoon causeways
on the beaches within 24 hours‘qf landing; in additiéh, nine
special ramps were to be.plgced in the low ledge area of the land-
ing beaches for the landing of Vehiéles,5
To transport the.inVasion forces from SAIPAN to TINIAN, a
urzv151onal LVT Cvouo and two ampjibious truck éompanies (DUKWs)
were attached to the L4th ﬁar%ne Dlylslon-fof the initial landing

attack, (Sce Tables 1 and 2).
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| TABLE 1

CRAFT WITHIN A PROVISIONAL LVT GROUP

LSTs = 37 Isbs - 2 LCTs =~ 15

LCMs ~.88 " LCVPs ~ 100 LVT (A)s- 88

o\ L. - . :

WT (2)s5-& (4)s= 450 "DUKWs = 132
T | ' TABLE 2

NUMBER AND TYPE CRAFT REQUIRED TO TRANSPORT A RCT

sps - 1 . IsSts - 10  LCTs - 4

‘ICMs - 18 LoWPs - 30 ;
Vehicles -

VT (2)s - 92 - LVT (3)s - 4k

T (A)s - 3k

The above allocation provided for the"émbarkatioﬁ; énd
preloading in'LViB or DUKWs, of all combat eiements of the di-
’ ‘ vision plus ,cef'tain essential support units, Four LVTs werev‘
allocated. to assure the landing of essential light vehicleé'and
equipment, such‘as»Jeeps and 37 mm guné. Thirty.ofzthe LCMs
assigned to the Support Group were to be prelbaded with the 2nd
* | Tank Battalion and these were to be embarked in the sccond trip

of the two LSDs, All other craft and vehicles were to be moved

| » on the f‘irst’trip.~6




Some of'tbé'ébecial probiems.associated with ﬁhe landing -
plans,Were:

1o The landihg of all Battalion Landing Teams of the
Assault Regimenﬁal Combat Teams had to be on as rigid a time
schedule as beach conditions would permit. |

2. It was ﬂecessarj to debark all personnel and eqﬁipmént
of the assault R¢Tsvon the beacﬁeéAwithout délay, therebyhkeeping
the beaches free for the receipt of mbre sgpplies and trbops.

3. The landing‘of supporting tanks and half tracks had to
be made at the earliest possible time cbnsiétent with a reasonable
‘assurance of getting then ashore and inlend without blocking the
beach areas, |

4o The landing of the four 75 mm Pack Howitzer Battalions
to afford direct support for the assault inland was to be made.as'
soon as a minimum beachhead had been secured so as to;pérmit this
deployméntc

5. Positive measures had to be taken to prevent congestioh .
on the beaches and reef from'stranded landing.crafﬁ or vehicles; a
means of doing this would be to land only.such type vehicles as .
could lénd and tr;vérse the beach successfully.

'From the tactical factors involved, and the inheren£ na-
tural difficulties of the 1anding area, it ﬁas apparent that the
success of -the operation would depend on the rapid landing of all

essential combatant personnel and'equipment on Jig-Day..
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The formation of aesaui@ wa#es was deemed neceseany,and,
accordingly, tﬂevthree leading BLTs (Less such attachments as
‘tanks, half tracks, which could not be embarked in. LVTs) were to
‘be formed in the following manner; the leading battallon landlng
team that was going in on Beach White One.was organized into seven
waves; the BLT following it was ofganized;into four additional
waves. Bach personnel wave,consieted of eight LVTs fo? the units
laﬁding on Beach Mhite One, whereas on Beach White Two sixteenv
LVTs (eight for each BLT) wefe employed. Eleven waves were to
be landed on Beach ¥White One in\sixty—five minutes, and the eight
waves for Beach fhite Two were to be landed in forty-eight min- |
‘ utes. This plan'gave one personne} VT for»every 25 yards of
landing area, According to this arrangement, 3500 assqglt per-
sonnel and their equipment would be placed ashore in abeutvone
hour,
| The Reserve BLTs of the two assault‘RéTs were launched
p“eloadeq and no transfer from landlng craLt to LVTB was nec-—
‘essary. -This cond1t101 made these units avallable for landlngs
.immediately behind the assault echelons if ‘the situation ashore
permitted and the plans of the RCTs provided for thisAcohtingency.
These units ﬁere to be formed and ready on their respective lines
of departure by H-Hour. All tanks were to be preloaded in'LGMe
‘except one company of medium tanks, reinforced by'light tank
flame throwers whlch were to be loaded in three LCTs. " The thirty

tanks of the 2nd Tank Battalion were to be moved’ to TINIAN in the
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second trip of the LSDs,. All other tanks were scheduled for move-
ment on the fiI‘Svt"tI'ip ,"36 in the two LSDs, and the remainder di-
. rectly in LCMs and the three LCTs. Those in the LSDs were to be

lauriched, and together with the others that had moved separately,

-

]

were to be in designated assembly apeas.béhind their LD by H-Hogr,
prepared to lénd on either'or both beaches on order. The neceé—
sity of landing these units behind-the assault BLTs_as soon as
poséible\waé recogﬁized, but it was also realiied that they were
the most difficult piece of equipment to land withoﬁt blocking
the beach areas. Detailed plans were made to provide various’
expedients to aésure landing of st least some of the tanks during
the carly aséault phase when their support would be needéd most

urgently.

The Assault Of The Beécbes

The assault‘lgnding oh TINIAN ﬁas supported by a very heavy
concenﬁration of shells, bombs and rockets, There were ninety-six ‘
105 mmiHowitzers; thirty-six 155 mm Howitéers, and twenty-four 155
mm guns, all of ﬁhiéh were emplaced on SAiPAN, COntributihg'tb this
Hédés of T, Supplémenting these fires were two batt}eships, one
heavy cruiser, and four desﬁrbyers, which deliveredffire in support
‘of the landings bytiying to in_assiéned stations, close to the
beaches and the boat lanes. This artillery-and'naval ggnfire
preparation was ‘lifted at 0628 so tﬁat the fighter aircraft could

bomb and strafe the beaches. The troops were scheduled to land:

' about 0745, 24 July..
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.‘in‘addition to the softeniﬁg up of the beaﬁhes by the
arﬁillery, navy, and air strikes; thirty (30) LCIs supported'
the landings with rocket and 40 mm guhfire. Part of the LCIs
led the assault waves to the beaches. The femain;pg LCIs moved
towsrds tﬁé béaches outside the boat lanes énd'deiivefed close
support fire on the flanks, north and south of thé landing.areav
from USHI POINT to FAIBUS POINT. It is interesting to note that
'ohly one LCI‘Was hit; gporadic eremy gunfire into the boat lanes
was ineffective. To supplement the ICIs, amphibiéﬂ tanks(were.
' uséd to lzad the aséault waves to within 350 yaqu‘éf the shore.
Then they pul;ed to the flanks and supported by fire the landing
of tbe infantry from the landing-ships and crafte

The assault plan to lahd Regimental Combat Team éh‘in
column of battalioné‘on.White Beach One (thc northern beach); and
" the 25tﬁ Regimental.COﬁbatrTeam on- the larger Beach jhite Two
(with'twb battalions sbreast and the third battalion in support, °
and RCT 23 in divisioﬁ‘reserve) was put into effect shortly after
0700 on 24 July l9hh.8 Tﬁe;leading waves of LVT (A)s ﬁgﬁeuvered
as planned and the first personnel waves (2d waves) landed simpl;v
taneously on both beacges about,0750. This ianding of the assault
ﬁaves was executed with excellent control and precision, The
troops immédiately debarked and pushed vigorously inland against

light resistance to establish a beachhead. All elements of the lea-

o , .
ding Battalion Landing Teams (BLTs) had completed landing by 0820,

There were no LVT casualties on White One and &ll peérsonnel landed
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. invgood.fashion. On Beach Wﬁite Two, three LVTs were aostroyed
"by miheé»resulting in sbme casualties to perSOnnel, The damagod
vessels were quickly removedffromvthe beach areas so as not to

obstruct tle,laﬁding of the following units.
“hile the Assault BLTs were landing, the Ruserve BLTs
of both Aésau_ t RCTs were belng formed bchin d the line of de-=
garture‘and both Were_ready to land‘at 0815, By the tlmc the )
assault BLTs had completed ianding, the difficult terrain inlagd
and increased eﬁemy resistance had somewhat slowéd the advancee

7

There was some congestion immediately inland from the beaches.

o3

However, reports indicated teady advénce‘was being maintained’
and the bedcﬁ'con&itions remained favorabie, so both assaulf RCTs
commenc cd landing their Reserve BLTs..

X AXL elements of both RCTs were ashore by 1010, and thev
entire organizations of RCT 24»and 25 were cstablished ashbre by
1430 oh.Jig Day. The four battalions of pack howitzers were
landeqiby i635 onlthe first day,9 Thué artillery-firevsupport was
at hand to soften the points of strong resistance. An e#cellent
beachhead had been cstabllshed by derk on invasion day.

The light opposition to the landings at Beach white 1 and
2 was unddubtedly due té,bhe.destrucﬂion.of all known‘dangerous en-‘
emy'batteries and installations in the vicinity of this area by the
artillery, naval gunhfire apd aerial bombardment that preceded the

invasion. It caii be stated, however, that the light resistance

was dus in no small measure to the demonstration in force of a mock
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l-ading thot was made ot SUIIARRON 1n the soutiiern part ol g

island, where most of the defenses were concentrated - this

(2

aint wns successful in diverting the cnesy Irom mnking a defense

of his northern beaches, namely, Beach ‘thite 1 and 2.

T Attachments To The Reginental Combat Teams

Th.c Fourth Tank 3attalion, Fourth Larinc Di&ision, did
not ficht us o battalion uvnit in the 3Battle of SAIPAN, The
tactical olements of this orgenization were assigned as normal
regziraital combat team attachments, i.e., Company A plus the lst
platoon of "D" (lizht tonk) Comgany was atiached to RCT 25, Com-
pany 3 plus e 2nd platoon of Compnny D was attached to RCT 24,
and the third medium tank company, Conpany C, plus the third pla-
toon of Jonpany D was attached to RCT 23, Headguarters »nd Ser-
vice Company, oius Company D minus detachments was a part of the
Divielon Suppert Group. All attachments remained in effect until
after the island was secured.lo The action of each tank company
«nd the RCT to wivzsh it was attached will be presented as 2 com-
plete campoign, thon the other RCTs and thelr attached tank com-

nanics will likewisc be nrescented.

Tank Buplovmont By Regimental Combat Tearm 25 (Sce Fig.5)

a

Company A, 4th Mavine Tenk Battalion was launched in 19
LCiis from an LSD during the landing on TINIAN, so as to arrive at
o rendovous arcs 1000 yards west of the LST ~rea =t H-Hour. The
nresence of mines nnd congestion on Beach “hite Two (Sec Fige 4
and Fige 5) made nccessary the lancding of but onz tank at H plus 3.

73




It took 45 ninutes from the time the LCM reached the coral reef
until the tank was on the beach. All tanks of this company were
landed one st a time, and it was not until H plus 75 that the en-
tire company was ashore (approximately 1700) but there had been no
inss of tewiis in the landing. The tank units were landed on order
of tine iCT Commander; RCT 25 having landed with 2 BLTs abreast,
each Battzlion being in a column of companies, earlier in the day,.
3y this time (i700) on Jig Day (Invasion Day) the front lines of
RCT 25 had advanced inlard approximately 1000 yards with the regi-
mental righi flank resting on the west coast and the left flank
shysically tied in with RCT 24 on the left. In the first tank
action on TINIAN, two tanks of Company A's, 3rd platoon, supported
the attack of BLT 2-25 to the O-A line., One of these tanks was
knocked out of action by rifle fire that pierced its radiators.
The attack halted at dusk on the objective. Defensive positions
were established for the night; the tanks went into an assembly

area that was lozated about 500 yards inland and between the

[3)

Assault BLT and the Ressrve BLT.

The lines, haviag been consoiidated for the nizght, RCT
25 settled down to await the expected counter-attack, Enemy
artillery fire fell in the sector with monotonous regularity
throughout the night. At about 0200 on Jig plus 1, » determined
courter-attack was launched in this zone by the Japs who used tanks
in sunport of their infantry. The friendly infantry handled the

Nips until dawn when the 2nd platoon cf Company A, with its tanks,
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led BLT 3/25 in rcpu151na the counterattack that was al“eady in
,progress. ‘This platoon also lcd Company K of BLT 3 to make contact
with RCT 24 on its left} Numerous enemy troops were enccuntered
and’annihilatcd_b& 75imm andvmachine gun fireadeliveréd‘by the tanks.
_The tank-infantry team of BLT 3 destroyed four of five enemy tanks
in this action.‘ The scheme of maneuver for the actlon, for the re-
vméinder of thé day,.wasvdetermined by the precipitous clrcular cliff
line to the meedlate front of the RCT. In order to continue the
attdck successfully, it was necessary - -to employ all three of the
‘Realmental BLTs.‘ The RCT plan called for. the centcr BLT (2/25) to

| hold facing thevcllff‘llne, containing the enemy to its immediate

_ front. BLT 1/25 relieved BLT 3/25 on the Regiﬁentai.lef£ prior to
0900 with orders to continue éhe‘attack at 1000 around the left of
thevcliff line to Objective 0-1l. BLT 3/25 wac ordered to attack at
King Hour (1000) around the right.or western slopes of the cliff and
secure O—l.. Upon reaching the higher levcl‘coﬁtact between BLT 1/25
1cd 3/25 was made mutual.ll After being resupplied BLT 2/25 was led
by the 2nd platoon of Company A to 1he 0-1 llne agalnst light "e31s—
tance. Thc momentum was retaincd by the 1st tank platoon leading
BLT 1/25 which passed through BLT 3/25's left flank and drove on to
the 0~1 liné.‘ These tanks led the infantry with real gusto and
poured &z great deal of fire 1nto ‘the caves which were located on
the hlchvsround to their right flank. (The’two remaining tanks of
the third platoon "emﬁlned in the company's assembly area.) From
this position, gun flashes were observed coming from the high

ground 900 yards to their front, with the shells hitting 400 yards
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to their rear. The tanks immediately went into action and put
the onemy guns out of action with their 75 mm fire.. Following
this action, which took place about 1700, oll tanks and personnel
returied to the company asscimbly .rea by 1845, During the day's
operations, the tank company commander ond executive officer,
along with the reconnaissance personnel with a radio jeep, worked
sith *he two assault BLT commanders. This setup afforded the
maximum control and communication betwcen the infantry and tanks.
O Jig plus 2, the 2nd platoon of Company A (tanks) was
attached to BLT 3/25, and its first platcon wes attached to BLT

’

1/25, Tacy supported tie attack of the battalions to the regi-
mental objcctive which included MOUNT LASSO, a distance of 1500
yards from the line of departure. Although no ciacmy personnel
were sighted, the tanks were used to firce high explosive shells
against designated targets. Upon rcaching the oojective, the tanks
were used to cut dovn cane fields in order to make fields of fire
for the infantry's final defensive line for the night. The tanks
werc released =5 1815 to retura to their just reward - the company
assembly arsa - for tihe night. It was a day that saw the enemy
devoid of opposition, other than small pockcts of resistance.

The 1st and 2nd platoons of Company A of tonks led their
respective BLTs in an advance of 1000 yards to the O-4 line,
There was no eneny encountered during the action that tihe RCT saw

on this day - Jig slus 3.
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The 1st and 2nd platoons were again attacned to BLT
1-25 and 3-25 for the opcrations on Jig plus 4. The 3rd pla=-
toon was attached to BLT 2-25 and went inte position on the Reg-
iisental Combat Team's (RCT 23) right. The tanks led the advance
of the RCT to the 0-5 line, and advance of 3500 -~ 4500 yards.
Only scatterced resistance in the form of snipers and light mo-
chine gun nests were encountercd. The flame throwers burned
some kips out of the brush and caves. The enemy used infil-
tration tactics to harass our troops. The tanks and flame
thrower tanbks crushed and burned the cane fields so as to make
fields oi' fire for the infantry's night defenses,

Coupany A maintained its platoon attachments to RCT 25

and led the infantry attack on Jig plus 5 from 0-5 to the 0-6

line. (An advance of 1800 yards). The 2nd platoon, attached

to BLT 3=25, mct resistance from cnemy nests and riflemen in

the open fields as well as in tie cwme fields. The enemy used

A=-T mines as =~ makesalft oostacle, which xnocked out one light
tank. The only other vehicle loss waos o mediwn tenk which threw

a track. The remnining tanks delivared firc on the cnomy posi-
tions until they werc neutralized., The light tanks were used

to mike contact with the 2nd Warine Division near the radio towers,
The flamc throwers did sone effective work in burning the cane

ficlds and Nipse. The tank company returned to its assombly area

at 1600,




Jig plus 6 saw the platoons of this Company attached 2s
on the nrevious day. The tanks led RCT 25 at O7L5 in an attnck
to tice 0-7 line, an advance of about 3000 yards. Some mines were
encountered, but the engincers disarmed thems Upon reaching the
0-7 linc, cneiny artillery increased in intensity and was located
as coming Irom high ground, 1800 y=rds to the front., Thc tanks,
together with ortillery, naval gunfire, and air, delivered fire
into these cnemy gun positions. RCT 25 was relieved by RCT 23
~t 1700, Company A, 4th Tank Battalion, then went into Division
Aeserve along with RCT 25.

Conpany A rcmained in Division Reserve on Jig plus 7, and
was located in an asscmbly area $00 yards in rear of the front
lincs, lio Company tanks operated on this daye

The last day of operations, Jig plus 8, on TINIAN, found
the 3rd platoon of Company A, 4th Tank Battalion attached to Com~
pany Ce It worked with BLT 3-25 in mopping up isolated centers of
resistance.  Two tanks were hit with megictic mines, knocking out
on¢ eingince of one tonk, and killing the tonk commaiider of the
second tank as the mince was nlaced on the commander's hatch. Both
tanks monaged to return to the safety of our lines. The other tank
platoons of Company A did not operatc.l2 Company Ats (4th Murine
Tank Battalion) rction on TIFIAN was characterized by excellent
liaison, rcconnaissonce, and cooperation with the infantry, This
tank - infantry coordination produced victorics over the cnemy on

terrain excellently suited for tank operation.
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Tank Employment By Regimental Combat Team 24 (Sec Fig. 6)

RCT 24, to which Company B of the 4th Tank Battalion
was attached, was designated as the left assault combat tcam
of th. Division. With its main effort on the right, the RCT's
mission was ‘o scize O-1 within its zonc of actione. Then, on
Division order, it was to advance within its zone and seize the
nost favorable ground along 0-2 fram which it could essist RCT

5 and cover tihe landing aren. It was to protect the Division's
left flaonk, reorganize on 0-2, and prepare for further operations.

Company B with 14 tanks and one platoon of Company C with
four tanks, was loadcd on the LSD-1. Thc liaison group was loaded
on zn LST with the 24th Marins Headquarters. The reconnaissance
group was loadaed on an LST with the Headguarters of the 2nd Bat-
talion, 24th Marincs to land with that unit and determine the
possible usc of Beach Fhite One to land tanks.

The landing of RCT 24 was successfully made zgainst strong
caemy opposition and most adverse terrain fuatures. Beach thite
Two propor was cxbremely limited (frontage 165 yards) neccssitating
the landing of personncl cver a corzl reef and a four to eight foot
coral ledge ot the edge of the water.

Sumpany B and its accompanying platooa, was disembarked on
J Dav from the LSD-1 and proceeded to the assigned LM area, arriving
there =t I plus 15, The Company Comncnder procecded to the vhite
One eontrol buat and stood by there for further orders. The tanks

were ordered in and all landed successfully on Beach Vhite One
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to 3 feet of water for 25 yards at H plus 3

e

after fording 2
hours& 'Company B formed in a dispersed arsa ot Point 4 (Sec

Fige 6)e A pletcon of four flame throwers and two M5 Als

joincd tiis unit at the dispersal area and remained attached

for the remainder of the operation,

After the landing, the attack, supported by 8 medium
taiiks, was continucd from Point B to O-1 line at Point C. Two
flome tarcwers =snd one M5A1 tank were used against the enemy in
caves and brush (at Peint D), (See Fig. 6), near the beach on the
left [lank, which was hclding up BLT 1-24. But 2nd Battalion
of RCT 24 was moving forward with little resistance except small
arms fire. At approximately 1600 the O-1 line was reached by all
clements except thiose on the extreme left flank, where continued
heavy resistace prevented the advance. Stubborn enemy groups
still held »ut in caves near the watcer's odge, and LVTAs were
euployed from the water on the left to fire into these caves.

lame throwers were usced in the brush at 1630. BLT 3-24, which
had been held in veserve, was ordered forward to fill in a gza
between BLTs 1-24 and 2-24 olong the 0-1 line., Units then dug
in for tihe rnight. The C. O, of RCT 24 ordered the eizht medium
tanks to rewain in the front lincs to augment the defense against
the cxpected counter-attacks Two of the eight tanks covered the
2nd Battolion nnd six tonks protected the lst and 3rd Battalions.
Shortly befcere dark, BLT 1-8 landed ns Division Reserve and went

into an assenbly arce in rear of BLT 2-24.
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The expected counterattack hit QCT 24, at about 0300 on -
.

Jig plus 1; one drive struck the RQT left flwlk which was anchored
on the coasﬁline, and proved to be the mora sefiéds of the two
dfives, The'fier§eness of the fighting in this-Sector gave evi;
dence of this. The other'drive, which was more‘or léss schndary'
in nator struclf on the RCT right flank ’n't;ally. Later this
drive shifted to the left of ‘the ROT 24 sector. The cnemy
counterattabk on the lefﬁ flank contiﬁued until aéproximateiy 0545,
when if appeared to be breékinc under the coordinatéd fires of our
infantry weabonsvand supporting artiilery. At this point, cne.
platoon of medium tanks was.moved from the front line position
on the west and prdcegdcd tc Point E to repel the qounterattack,
The situation appeared to be w?ll in’hand by 0700, and it became

evident that the enemy had suffered heavy losses. LVTAs were
again tsed a2long the beach area in mopping up the scattered enemy

'
‘

grouno that still remeined.
There was little enemy activity during the night in the
center of ﬁCT 25'3 sector, 'vhich was occupied by BLT 3-2L4.

N ' The attack to llne 0-2"; umped off. 1t lOOO cn Jig plus l.
The advance was led by tanks and progressed at a fairly rapid
bace. The formation was-as fpilows: BLT 3-2/4 was on the left
and in contact with RCT 8, BELT 2-24 was on the right and in con-
tact with RQT.ZS and BLT i-ZA was in RCT raserve, The 1lst platoon
of tanks of Company B supported the lst Fattalion of RGT 8 in this

attack to the north along the beacn. By 1500, our front line units
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had reached the 0-2 line, BLT 2-24 having been supported in the
assault by a piatoon of medium tanks. 4 gap hoad developed on the
left flank, however, during the later stages of the advance to
0-2, and in corder to reestablish contact, it was necessary to
comnit BLT 1-24 between BLT 3-24 and RCT 8,

At nightfall, all units, including tanks, dug in on a line
generally along 0-2, The left flank was tied in with RCT & in the
vicinity of USHI PCINT Airfield, The right flank was tied in with
RCT 25. (né plotoon of the Division Reconnaissance Company was
attached for the night and was ermploycd as a combnt outpost cover-
ing an important road junction near the RCT richt flank, The only

S

activity during the night was n brief skirnish between an encemy
patrol and the cenbat outpost manned by the attached Division
Reconnalssance Ccn@any.ﬂ+ On Jig plus 2 the Tank Flatoon of the
2nd Battalior led =n attack to the base of ¥T. LASSO at Point F,
BLT 1-24 and BLT 3-24 were relieved in their zones of action by
eleirents of the 2nd Warine Division and BLT 2-24 was attached to
RCT 25 as »f 0730, The 2CT (loss BLT 2-24) then reverted to
Division Rescrve and moved teo an assembly ~rea in the general
vicinity cf Peint X. BLT 2-24 and its Tank Platoon was relieved
in its lines by the 2nd Marine Division and went into rescrve
with 2CT 24. This cccurred at 1000 on Jig plus 3, Normal main-
tenance was concductel on all tanks. The company remained in the

dispersal arca (Point G) for the nisht,




Lop;ing-up opcr-ticns, in tlc pivisi on Reserve areas,
were commenced by RCT 24 about 1000, LVTAs, tanks, demoliticns,
Sun Jetes terowers gure coploved in cleaning out the caves and
heavy unlergrowth. Some intelligence material and enemy weapons
wee fount, but fow cnery were 2ncountered, It soon became ap-
parent that the cneny nad almost conpletely evacuated the beach-
Gead arer.  Mopping-up operations were comploted abt approximately
1549,

On Divisicn order RCT 24 (loss BLT 2-24) moved into an
attck position boetween ROT 22 and 25 on Jig plus 4 (28th July)
aftor approxicately 15 dors of rest and recrganization. The
sttack junped of I froe Foint H oat 1300 with ACT 23 on tnc right

£ aCT 24 The ~dvnnce wos rade initially in culuwsns of BLTs
Jith BLT 1-24 in assault pre bd vy one tank platocn of Company
B, A4th Tank Battalion (Marines)e ‘[he nttack wns across the
air strip to Polnt IT.  4s thoe advence progressed however, the
expected gap botiwoen RCT 24's 1loit ACT 25 developed and cs
ore=plann:d, LT 3-24 wos committed on the left of BLT 1-24, in
Jrader to wnintain contoct,  The advance was rapid; only slight
resistance wis cncounbured, and the objective, 0-6 (4) was
rcacked, ot 1730,

Jith the scizure of 0-6 (A), RCT 23 hal been pinched out
m o tie Divisica right flank =nd reverted to Division Reserve,

This placed RCT 24 on the Division rigit flonk, its right on the

coast, with RCT 25 on the left. Contact was mrintained with RCT




25 and lines wore constlid-te? for the night 2long 0-6 (A). By
order of the $. Oe RCT 24, 21l tanks of fJompany B protected the
2hth CP Juring the nignt of 22-29 July.

The attaclk continucd at 0700 on Jig plus 5 with RCT 24
and 25 sbreast, RCT 24 on the righte BLTs 1/24 and 3/24, each
with one tank platoon attached, werc abreast, BLT 1/24 on the
right. BLT 24, which had reverted to RCT 24's control at 0600
folliowed in reserve. The Headquarters section of Company B
(tanks) positioned itself between the attacking battalions.

Tanks led tie advance, from Point I to Point J. No resistaice

was encountered until 0900 when the 0-6 line was reached. Units
reorzanized on O-6 and the advance was continued., At approximately
0520, ALT 1/24 ran into a well organized and cacouflaged enemy
strong point at Peoint K., This area contained well concealed and
duz in positions and had to be overrun twice by tanks. The tanks
and infantr; overran the position and the advance was again pro-
gressing rapidly oy 1300. A zap developed between RLT 1/24 and
BLT 3/24 whicii was pluzged at 1500 by committing one company from
BLT 2/24. At 1525, ordars were issued to diz in on the most ad-
vantagenus terrain in the vicinity of the front lines at that time,
Contact was established on the left with RCT 25. The tanks were
released at 17250 and returned to the dispersal area for the night,

RCT 24 jumped off at 0745 on Jig olus 6 with 3LT 1/24 on
the right with its flank on the cecastline. BLT 3/2L was on the
left ~nd maintaining contact with RCT 23. BLT 2/24 follored in

RCT reserve, The banks (14 medium tanks, 4 flame throwers, and
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two M5Als) operated under Company control while leading the

attack from Point J. Little resistancc was sncountered initially,
but sftor the attack had progressed about 600 yards the left flank
of BLT 1/24 was stopped by leavy machine gun and rifle fire {rom

the frce of a cliff at Point L, which ran perallel to the dircc—

¢

tion of thz advance, This resistance wes vnocked out by medium
tonk fire and flare throwerse LVTAs assisted in the reduction of
trese caves. cne of our tunks was vnocked out by cnemy artillery
fire whilc in this area. At 1000, BLT 2/2iy was committed in a
colum of cempnnies, between BLTs 1/2L and 3/2k, in the vicinity
of the clifl line. When tihe advance continued at 1100, BLT 2/24
wis nassigned the mission of following the assault and ropping upe.

In the ne-ntime, BLT 3/24, attempting to maintain contact
on the 1oft with RCT 25, which had continued forward, had become
ccholoned well forward, Contact was lost within the unit because
oa an over-cxtension of its lines. As 2 result, a gap developed
tewporarily within BLT 3/2h;

The advence continued through TINIAK TOWN which was reached
at approximntely 1,420, Thal town had been thoroughly reduced by
naval gunfire, artiliery, and acrial bombardments. Only one Jap
soldier was found there. 3ome firc, believed to have care from
eneny tanks in the distance, fell in the right ol RCT 24's sector,
but did no demagc. It is to ve noted that the benches in the
vicinity of TINIAN TOWN which had been considered as a possible

landing site for the invasion of TINIAN, were very heavily minede




The 0-7 llne, south of TIMAu TO"JN, was feached by 1700 :
'contsct was establlshed oy RCT 2l on the left with RCT 23 which
bhad passed through and relleved RCT 25 in its zone of actloﬂ.
Reorganization then too& place and the lines were consolldatpd
for 'the hight.‘ The tanks returned to the dispersal area to
rearm, refﬁel, and;subsequently'assembled in .the Reserve Bat-—
talion area ét Point L for the night,

Tﬁe morriﬁg of Jig plué 7 foilovdng a niéhﬁ of no enemy
activity, fom d RCT 24 attacking at 0830 witn BLTs 1/2) and 3/2a,
abreast; BLT l/2h continued along the coastllne. BLT 2/2L, in
Division Recervu, but under R“T 24 conurol followed tae advancc
at 600 yards. Contacu was r3¢ntalned with RCT 2; on the left.
Tanks led the advance and ran lnto heavy re31stance and mines
along the beach at Point,M: Itrwas‘necessary to use flame
throwers to burn the caves at Point Ij inrﬁhis same‘area, the
,engineers removed 45 nﬁnes-iﬁ an area 30 yards long on the road.
Terrain dla not permlt by-oassing the mined arecae. The right
flank elements contlnued to advance untll about O9L€ when re—-
sistance and light artillery ilre slowed down the march. At
'lOOO, the rlgbt Company of ELT 1/24 received a local counter-
attack near the beacﬁ area. IThe eneéy counter- attack was de-
feated and the resistance was‘ovePCOme by lldb. One Company
of BLT 1/24 was left to mop up in the reaf, and the advance con—
tinued. Dense undergrowth and occasional enemy groups in the
rugged terrain made progress on tbe right very.difficult. The

flame thrower tanks were used to burn out caves and heavy underbrush.
‘ ' [
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BLT*B/ZA encountered only sporadic.snipef;and'machine
gun fire on the RCT's left until about 1600, wheﬁgmachine gun
and rifle fire from the ridge line to the leftvfﬁgnt halted
BLT 3's advance. One‘iﬁfantfy platoon andrtwo tqﬁks atﬁemptéd
to secure the left flank at Point 0, and met witégan enem&
countérfattack in that srea, The infantry withdrew 100 yards to
consolidate their iines, leav?ng phe two tanks ﬁéich were in the
assault, uncoveréd long enough for the-eﬁemy to %Warm over one

¥

tank. Fortunatel? tite enemy used.novmagnetic ATfmines or ex-—
-plosives, thus permi£ting these tanks to escape ﬁamageg IAfan—

try ana taﬁk fire drove away the Japs.' The tangs and half-tracks
thdt were'employed in overcoming this résistancé were hampered

by the road leéding to the high ground being mined. The en-.
gineers wére callédiup to»ciéar;t%e road of mines.'_Further

édvgnce being deemed inédyisﬁbieg-orders were éiven to dig in

on the most favorablé-terrain in tﬁe'yicinity of the front lipes

at that time. Cbntagt was esﬁablished with RCT 23 on ihé left;
and positions werelcoﬁsplidated for the night. All tanks wefé
released at 1815 for the night and assembled” at Point P, where ﬁhey
" were rearmed, refueied and.had maintenance'performed ont them, sup—
plies having been brought forward from the dispersal érea.

On Division ofder, the attack was continued at'OBOO on Jig 3
plus 8 (1 August). RCT 24 was on the right and RCT 23,.on the left.
Disposition .of unitsvwithin the RCT ﬁas the same as the day béfore,
BLTs 1/24 and 3/2i, were abreast, BLT 1/24 on the riéht.. BLT 2/24

was still in Division Reserve. The assault was léd by tanks whose
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movemeﬁt was gréatly retarded by deﬁsé brush and.rocky terrain. -
Becéuse artillery support was impractical iﬁ sUcé restricted
area, fire support was obtained frém thelﬁanks; galf—tracks,

and 37 imm guns; ’Résistance was'limited to isolaied enemy groups
which fought StLbePﬂlj from caves, crevasses, und other natural
terraln_keatures. .The tanks led the assqult frém P01nt Q to ‘
Point R where terrain in tne RCT zone of act;oniwas of a:pallsade—
like naturé,.being cdmprisgd éf threc distinct iévels which steéped

down from the highest point along the cliff liﬁg‘to the sea. The

at

abreast, BLT 3/24 ocouplea the high &round on” tne RCT left, BLT
2/24, which had begn releasea-to RCT 24's control at 1300, occupied
thé center level and BLTbl/Zh remained on the ibwest level, its‘.
'fight'flank on the'coastline: After the adjustment had been made,
the advance éontinued Et 1500; sWinginc from a southward to an
easterLy dlrectlon around the tlp of the 1slend. ‘The LVTAs were

now able to move into the water across a beach which had been
cleared of mines and 'be were emolo red by BLT 1/24 to fire into
caves abt the water's edge. Many POWs, the major part of whom

were civiiians, were now being turned in., Intermittent enemy

- machine gun and rifle fire continued, but to a lesser degree than
before. The advance continued slowly, and at 1855 on Jig plus 8

(1 Auguét)'Tinian was officlally declared secured, all organized

. resistance haﬁing ccased. Lines were consolidated along the general
line ﬂesignated_Point S on the map aﬁ 1800, and SLT 3/24 was in con—
tactAwith RCT é3. The tanks retufnéd to.a forward'assembly‘area
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at Point P for the night.. Naval gunfire, provided star shell

the night on 2 larger scale than heretofore,
MOpplﬂg up operations were COﬂulﬂth con“cnc1ng at

0700 on Jig plus 9 (2~August)¢ 'Onc platoon of Qanks remained

at Point S until 1300 in support of the elemﬁnts'that were sweep-

ing the areae -All flame -throwersj; light -tanks- 3nordemolltlons SR

were used effectively agni st caves and grass chered coral pits

in the area Point T. No organized resistance was encountered,

" but fire was vcocived during most of the day from scattered

enemy clements in szl) sectors., As per custom,:large numbers of .

civilians, who were in hiding

o

’]

with the enemy soldiers, compli-

b

. .. . .o
cated mopping-up operations in the same manner as they -had on
SAIPAN. HOVGV‘P, oy 1430, RCT 24 had accoriplished complete
coverage of its zone of responsibility on TINIAN: A-line was

formed, generally along Psint S for the night and contact main-

'.tal nad w&th RCT 23 The ll ght tanks rems, aed at an assembly

area at Point U, for tnc night, The remalnder of the tank
Company assembled at Point V. Additional star shell -illumination
was requested for the night,

Scattered fire was Su&;l being received from "holed up"

Japs on Jig plus 10 (3 August) necessitating the continuance of -

-the mopping-up operations. Flsme throwers, tanks and demolitions

I
were again used against these isolated resisters, -'The light tank

platoons remained in support of the 2nd Battalion, RCT 24 until
1700 when they were released. The tank Company reverted to Bat-

talion control at 1600 .this date. Large numbers of civilians
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and soldiers were being induced to surrender.
, . A _

RCT 2.4 received orders- from the Division to move into an

assembly drea in the north-control pCTtipn of the island, at Point
W to await relief and eVacuation, Tﬁis mbvement was in progress
>from.lAOO to 17004 A composite Battaiion‘comprised of one company
frOmVeabh"BtT;jwaS'lefﬁ in.the"RCTZA'zoneof'reéponsibility; on
the southern end of the island,. This composite gatﬁalién was
attached to RCT 23; and was assigned.the mission of final mopping-
‘up and the burial of our own, and enemy deads |
Company B, Aﬁh'Marine Tank Battalion, normally operated

~with one platoon attached to each of the twe.aésaulting BLTS'and
held the third platoon in reserve, The tahks normally led the
infaﬁtry attacks and were very effective in destroying enemy who'
were dug in, coneealed in the high cane fields or located ie
caves. The Commanéing Officer of RCT 24 offen ordered the tanks |
to be used on the front lines at night against the recommendations

of the Tank Company Commanders

Tank Employment By Reglmental Powbat Team 23 (See Flg 7)

RCT 23, the Division Reserve, planned on landlng its .
three BLLS in column, BLT 2 leading, followed in order by BLT
lfand BLT 3, The plan for the assault on TINIAN prescrlbed the
landing of eroopevfrom LSTs preloaded with LVT (2)s and LVT_(A)S
in groups‘of 17 per LST. A total of 103 LVT (2)s and LVT (L4)s

were assigned for the use of RCT 23, (See Table 3).
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TABLE 3

. ‘LT (2) - LVT (4) ICVP Lo LSD

RCT Hge & Sps Gpe = 7 9 BT
BLT 1 32 7 6
mrz 3% & 5

BLT 3 32 g 5
Half-Tracks - - ok

Tanks o | : ‘ | 2

In order‘to accomplish the lahding of allrtransportation
and equipment two trips of the LCVPs and LCTs were.reouifed.

‘RCT 23 was prepared to execuue a landlng on either Beach
~ White One or Beach Nhlte Two. The preferred plan was the landing
on order at Beach White Two and pass through RCT 25, or pass
through the right elements of RCT 25 and continue the attack to
'O-A line.' * |

BLT 2/23 hit Beaéh hite Two in five waves (See Table 4)

TABLE 4

Waves o . Landed

T - 14,01
2 - L 1409
3 | 1415
L ‘ 1420

5 1430
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Company G of the 4th Tank Battalion was attached to.RCT
23 for the TiNIAN Operation, ’As this RCT was the‘reserve reg- -
iment it was decidéd that oné platoon of tanks»waé to-be attached
to ané loaded on an 1SD with Company A, sojas to.be landed on
Béach White Two. Another platoon was attached to Company B which
ZWas'tﬁ"land‘dn{Beabh‘Whité‘tme; “The'Bfa“platbon was put aboard

ICTs Qlus Company Headquarters which would land when ordered-on

.. whatever beach proved most satisfactory for tanks.

N

' Cémbany C's plétoon with Company B was the .first to land
on'TIﬁIANw It landed on Beach Whiée Cne whicP was so narrow that
19 LCMs had to pull up to the beach?Adischarge their cargo and
withdraw one at a timgg‘ Thus, ovef an hour was consumed in unload—
ing the LCls. Each LCK came to within 15 yards of the beach which
made it possible for.the'tanks to get ashofe with no difficulty,
the water never béinc over 3 feet in depth. Company A o; tanks
‘with the attached plaéooﬁ, Landed right behind bompany B.on Beach
White One, Prior to the landing, of the tanks on Beach White 1,

a bull-doger éot ashore and built a road from the beach inland. .
This road enébled the tanké to gef‘off ﬁhe beacﬁ with no difficulty.

Before landing, the c. 0. of RCT 23 instructed the com-
manding officer of Company C to assemble his tanks at-a'previously
designated assembly area, which was just inland and south of Beach
White Two, in order to join a proposed attachment with BLT 2/23.-
All the tank platoons of Company C.reédhed the assembly area,
Whicﬁ was still'in_froﬁt of’the:front iine perimeter established
by the two»assault regiments, by about i630.:
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The_attéck jumped.off,after’loBO with the assault com- |
'panies of BLT 2/23 and.the assembl.y, area which they had just left -
came undér vﬂry heavy fire from machine guns at almost point blank |
range.- Pwacflcallv the Nhole battallon of RCT 2/23 was. pinned down
by toe intense fire, Due to- the heavy anderbrush, woods and sugar
" cane that made up the drea, it'was*almostfimpossible“to locate the
hostile guns . i ThlS company's tanks including the platoon 1n1t1ally
left in resefve, cruised through the entire area during the hour in
-which BLT 2/23 was pinned down.l The tanks finally flushed out some
enemy machine guns which caused the fire to lift sofficiently.fof |
BLT 2/23 to dig in and~organize defenses for the night.- As it was
rapidly getting dark, all plans for a continued advance were post—
- poned till the next morning;v The infantry of BLT 2/23 dug in and
organized defenses for £he night, following which the tanks with~
drew to an area' between BLT 2/23 and BLT 1/23, and also dug in for
 the night. Approximately 200 yards behind the front llnes, RCT 23
was in columns of battalions with BLT 2/23 being in contact with
BLT 2/95.at O;l BET 1/23 dlsoosed along the coast for protectlon
of this flank and BLT 3 assenbleo in division reserve north of O—l.
rIt is important to note that’positions were well established for
-the nighp,~par£icularly that contacﬁ with adjacent units was éooq.

A strong Jap counte}attack was launooed against RCT 23
before dawn on the dight of 24 July, with BLT 2/23 bearing the
brunt Gf‘igw- About, 250, Japs were killed, and five onemy.tanks_knocked

out. Enemy artillery was active. Shortly after daylight (0600)
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on Jig plue 1, 25 July, twortank platcons creised:over the area
,generallvrin front of the lines of BLT'2/23 with éhe deliberate
purpose of k¢lllng any live Japs left over from the pr e-dawn
counterattack. A Targe number of such Japs were Sent to the land
‘of the Emperer, but one dead Jap apparently Wa§ carrylng a benga-
‘lore torpedo when kllled, Tﬁis was detonated ee'eftenk“wehﬁ evef’.
it, blowing six blocks off the left track. This tank crew stayed
with the iren wagon, flrlng their guns at targets of opportunlty.
After thls phase of the day's operatlons was completed a tank re-
| trlever‘from Able Company helped the crew of the damaged tank to
repair it on the spot. During the same action,‘a Nip who had been
-amongst a group of eeemy.dead, suddeniy got up as the‘tanks passed
him and succeeded, before he was shot down; in placing a magnetic
2mihe‘ageinst the.side.ef one tank, As per;eeston;Valﬁank's sides
were covered with lumber as ah anti—magnetie mine measure. Yet,
somehow, this tank was the exception to the;rule; ‘The deﬂonaﬁion
of the magnetic mine caused a leak in one of the fuel tanks and
the explosion biew elirthe fuel out .of ehe pan& of the auxiliary
generator Witheutvecthally springing a leak‘er doing the generator
eny other damage. At about 0900, the tanks withdrew to their ae-
»sembly area of the previous night in order to-rearm preparatory to '
an attack to the 0-2 line that was to start at 1000. -In the mean-
time, BLT 1 was mopping up the areas along tﬂe cease ae far back

as ths beach,




Shortly before 1000, the RCT 23 assembly area received
fire from several high velocity field guns.. It was observed that
the gun flashes came from the south along the top of the ridge
that was RCT 23's 0-2, The tanks took those artillery gun posi-
tions under fire, which fires were subsequently supplemented by an
air strike and an artillery concentration. Following this effec-
tive reduction of the enemy guns, the attack got going with two
battalions of RCT 23 in the assault, each battalion being pre-
ceded by a platoon of six tanks. Actually the first and second
platoons, which were the tank platoons involved, consisted of
only five tanks each, but a tank from the third platoon was at-
tached to each of the other platoons, giving them a total of six
tanks apicce, and leaving the remaining tanks of the third pla toon
in compeny and RCT reserve. This attack was characterized by ex-
cellent tank-infantry cooperation, a fact that was later true of
21l our attacks on TINIAN. In the case of each platoon, a line of
five tanks was out about 15 yards in front of the infantry, while
the platoon lecader was in the middle of the first line of the in-
fantry in the control tank. An infantry officer generally a com-
pany commonder, walked beside each control tank and was alweys in
direcct communication with the platoon lecador inside the tank, by
means of the tank radio telephonc that had been instelled con the
back of each tank. leanwhile, thc tank company C. O. rode in a radio
jeep following the right battalion, always staying with that bat-

talion's C. 0. The Tank Company Commander had contact with both tank
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platoons via his TCS radio and also had contact with the C.0O. of
RCT 23 via the tank liaison officer. The latter person also had
a TCS radio and always remained with the C. O. of RCT 23.
When BLT 2 passed to Division Reserve BLT 1 relieved it

in position and continued the attack against light oppostion
through heavy cane fields and dense underbrush. At approximately
1500, the attack reached its objective, where numerous dugouts
were located. Here the tanks fired considerable amounts of HE
into the dugouts. After almost every hit, several enemy would run
out only to be shot by infantry and tank small arms fire. O0-1 was
seized at 1637. The infantry units dug in. Thereupon, the tanks
returned tc their assembly area of the previous night, refueled, re=-
armed and preparcd to remain there that nighte The RCT Commander
ordered the tanks to withdraw each night to positions behind the front
lines and in the general vicinity of the RCT 23 C.P. BLT 3/23, which
had been in support of BLT 1 during the attack, moved up and re-
lieved the left elements of BLT 1 and occupied positions on a line
abreast for the night, Defenses were well established and coordinated.

" The attack on Jig plus 1 made it apparent that five tanks
werc not sufficient to adequately cover a battalion front of tﬁe
yardage assigned. Sugar cane on TINIAN limited observation to a
few yards ahead or to the side. Thereafter, all tanks were com-
mitted in action with nc reserve being held out. The fronts were
so wide that amphibian tanks were called upon to support the tanks

during the advance of the next three days,
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During the night of Jig 1 -~ Jig 2, some bands of Nips
infiltrated our lines but were forthwith sent to their eternal
maker. Morning saw BLT 1 making a short advance by independent
action at 0600, to seize ground for a favorable ID and to
straighten out the line for continuation of the attack. The 1lst
platoon of Company C tanks supported this preliminary attack over
difficult terrain - an attack made by the right flank Company of
RCT 23. Now the entire RCT 23 was able to jump off from the same
ID at the start of the generel Division advance., The attack to seize
0-3 crossed the LD at 0800 with BLT 1/23 and BLT 3/23 abreast, BLT 1
on the right, BLT 1 had half the tanks of the first platoon, plus
2 LVTAs with its right flank Company, and the 2nd platoon plus 2
LVTAs supporting the balance of this right battalion. The 3rd
platocn, and the balence of the 1st platoon and two LVTAs sup-
ported BLT 3/32, which was the left Battalion. Forward progress
was slowed by the thick cane fields and the densely wcoded areas
aleng the coast. The tempo of advance was increased by the em—
ployment of a platcon of flame thrower tanks which were attached
to Company C during operations that morning. Two of the fire
spitters were attached to the right flank company as its cperation
was aided by the terrain and was essentially a mopping-up operation.
The cther flame throwers were held in reserve and, together with the
half-track ammunition carriers, followed the tank company commander
who accompanied the company commander of the right battalion. Here-

after, the half-track ammunition crew rearmed all tanks at the frcnt,
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thus eliminating the need fcr withdrawal of tanks in order to re=-
supply. The attack continued in the same fcrmaticn with BLT 2,
upon being relieved from Division Reserve, supporting the attack
by mopping up the rear areas as the attack progressed. Objective
0-3 was secured by 1201, and at 1300, following a hasty recrganiza-
tion, the push continued to seize the most favorable ground in the
vicinity of O-4. The Jap resistance was light, being made up
principally of machine gun and sniper fire from cane fields and
wooded arcas. The good terrain in the region of O-4 was secured
by 1430 with all positicns being consclidated on the commanding
ground, After the defensive line had been laid out for the night,
the tanks spent about 45 minutes knocking down the sugar cans from
a distance cf abcout 500 yards to the front of these positions, there-
by clearing fields of fire for the infantry. Thereupon the tanks
happily returned tc the vicinity of the RCT Command Post to refuel,
rcarm, and remain for ancther night.

The attack continues on Jig plus 3 (27 July) at 0950 with
RCT 25 attacking on the left and running into no resistance., O-4
was taken at 1050, and BLT 1 and 3 immediately sent patrols forward
of the O=-4 line to a limit of 1000 yards. The patrols reported no
activity tc the frent of the BLTs, Because of the late hour, it
was decided to consclidate for the night, and plans werc made for

the continuation of the attack on the 28th of July.
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BLT 1 was on the riggt, BLT 3 to the left, and BLT 2 was
assigned the mopping upr job for the attack that took off from the
line of departure, (which was O=4), at 0700 on Jig plus 4 (28 July).
There was exccllent coordination of the attack along the entire
2500 yard front. The advance was led by tanks which were closely
supported by the infantry against very light resistance to take
Objective 5 at 1232, During this action RCT 24 had passed through
the left elements of BLT 3/23, thereby narrowing the front of RCT
23; which changc made necessary an adjustment in the boundary be-
twecn the two assault BLTs. Following the lateral coordination
between RCT 23 and 25, the advance continued from O-5 with the
nmission of seizing Objective 6A, This advance was characterized
by the employment of knee mortars by the Japs which gave the in-
fantry a rough time until the tanks either overran the Nip positions
or flushed tihem out into the open so that the infantry could practice
marksmanship. The reduction of the mortars spirited the tank lead
assault BLTs to take the cast-west airstrip in RCT 23's zone at 1420,
and subsequert ly Objective 6A was seized at 1651, Upon reorgoni-
zation on the objective, RCT 23 passed to division reserve and con-
tinued mopping up the area. It also patrolled the coast line in the
zone of action. The dey's activity was highlighted by the adoption
of the "Blitz!" or "Breakthrough!" vehicle loading system, which con-
sisted of troops riding on tanks and half-tracks that blazed paths
through the cenc fields, overran strong points to reach a point

7300 yards from that morning's line of departure,
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RCT 23 and Company C tanks rssted on Jig plus 5, but
relieved elements of RCT 25 on Objective 7 commencing at 1600 on
Jig plus 7. The positions were organized for the night during
which an absence of the Yellow Race was notewortny.

An Operation Order number 16-4k was issued at 0530 for the
continuance of the attack at 0830, It was preceded by heavy air
and artillery preparation on the high ground to the front. The
assault trcops leaped the ID at 0833 with BLTs 2 and 1 abreast,
with BLT 2 on the right and BLT 3 in reserve, The attack con=-
tinued until contact was lost with the 2nd Marine Division on
the left which had not come up on a line abreast as planned.
Everything had been progressing nicely against little opposition
until the now exposed left flank of BLT 1 was pinned down by
cnemy machine gun and mortar fire from the cliff linc on the left
flank and a town in the 2nd Marine Division zone of action which
was located 600 yards to the left rear of RCT 23's left flank,.

Not only was the infantry kept close tc the ground but the tank
platoon, which had been advancing in front of the right battalion
of RCT 23 with its left flank along a trec line that paralleled
th: route of advance, came under close range of high velocity AT
fire for the first and only time on TINIAN. Two medium tanks were
hit, The left flank tank received 6 hits in repid succession -
cne of which penctrated the turret but the balance of them failed
to come through befcre the tank backed off about 15 yards to a de~

filaded spot, The tank commender believed that the enemy AT gun
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was in the cliff to the left front, and proceeded to mark the lo-
cation by firing 2 smoke shells at the cliff, bracketing the area
that held the gun. A heavy concentration of tahk fire, rockets,
umnwymdmwl@nﬁmwwtmnmuwiMOmMamm With -
cessation of the concentration, the tanks resumed the advance, with
a new tank on the left flank, This lead tank was followed by the
first medium tank that had been hit a few minutes before. 4s the
new lead tank rcached the spot wherc the first tank had been hit, it
received six very rapid hits, three of which penetrated, wounding
the tank commander, gunncr and loader. However, this time, both the
first and sccond tanks tc be hit spotted the enemy gun about 30
yards to their left beyond the tree line. The second tank to be hit
immediately throw a smoke shell in frent of the gin while the first
tank to be hit mancuvered arcund behind the gun, knocking it out and
killing with machine gun fire, approximately 20 Japs who ran out of
the gun emplacement, Before knocking cut the gun, the tank reccived
its 7th hit, which glanced harmlessly off the front slope plate,

This enemy gun was a 47 mm AT gun, located in a concrete
smplacement enclosed on 3 sides and on top, with the open side
facing away from the tree line. The gun fired from a small
aperture facing the tree line., The fire lare, which ran perpen=
dicular to the tree line and the route of advance, was only about
ten yards wide where it crossed the tree line.

Following the obliteraticn of the AT gun, the attack was

resumed. Progress was made towards the high ground and cliff area
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in the zone of action, but at 1745 BLT 2 on the right was held up
by a strong pocket of resistance just north of line O-7a. This
right Battalion was being led by a tank platbon when it ran into
a heavily mined area that was under light enemy small arms fire,
The Engincers went to work to clear lanes through the field for
cach tank of the platoon; two enginecrs walked in front of cach tank
removing the mines as they werc encountered, but suddenly, very
heavy small arms fire was received from a trench running directly
across and pocrpendicular to the route of advance and located
about 20 yards from the tanks. This fire pinned down both the
infantry and the engineers, Then all the tanks took the trench
under fire and one tank was ordered to move up to the.end of

the trench to fire down the length of it., This tank appearecd

to be in a scctor of the area that was least heavily mined and it
was thought that it might, if care were used in driving, negotiate
the 15 or 20 yards to the cnd of the trench. The tank moved up,
firing on the trench as it advanced, but when it was about five
yards from the trench, it hit a mine. The tank's suspension
system was shattered, and the tank commander driver and assistant
were injured. The Nips now appeared like vultures to swarm down
upon thc disabled tank and its crew, but the other tanks immed-
iately laid down devastating fire, which cither killed, wounded,
or pinned down the "rising sunners". At this point, another

tank pulled up directly behind the disabled tank and took aboard
its crew who cntered the rescue vehicle via tine escape hatch. All
the tanks continucd to shell the area, and since the Japs con-
tinually endcavored to set up machinc guns in the disabled tank,
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the cther tanks tock the damaged tank under fire and destroyed it;
thus they denied the protection of its armor to the enemy.

The forward movement of BLT 2 was halted north of line O=7a
for the nignt. Elements of BLT 2 less ocne company remained in this
area to ccntain the hostile groups, and to prevent infiltration
into the rear areas during the night. The tenk platcen stayed with
the containing infantry elements until their defenses were set up,
and thereupon withdrew to join the balance of the tank company for
the qight. The cther compahy of BLT 2 was sent around through BLT
1's zone of action to gain a position on the high grcund. BLT 3,
less 1 company, moved to the rear of BLT 1 on the high ground to
tie in defenses for the night; the remaining company of BLT 3,
maintained its position on the low ground for the protection of
the left flank and to ccntain Japs that still remained in the gap
between the 2nd and Ath Marine Divisicns, BLT 3/25 was in di-
vision reserve and was assigned to RCT 23 and remesined in position
cn the low ground. Units cn the high gromnd established a perimeter
of defense with flanks bent back and anchored cn the cliff line,.
Patrols from units of BLT 3/23 which was on the high ground were
unable to cuntact or locate any elements of the 2nd Marine Division
on the Battalions left. Positicns on the high ground were well
established for the night, but on the low land hostile groups still
remained active in caves in the cliff line in the rcar areas, One
company of BLT 3/25 was meved to the vicinity of 515 D tc ccntain
the Nips in that spot. The remainder of BLT 3/25 stayed in position

for the protection cf tank attachments which had assembled on the
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low ground. There was persistent sniping fire and some attempted

1nf11tratlon by Japs who were dJ.Sposed of. /

RCT 23 received an order at OhOO to attack at 08CO on Jig
plus 8 (1 August) to seize Objective 8. Unit commanders received
an oral order from the RCT 'comnander at 0600, Prior to the jurﬁp
off BLT 2, by independent action, cleaned out the pocKet. at a

pomt Just ncrth of llne O-7a by excellent tank, 1nfantry, artlllery

, coordmatlon and the work of the engmeers in the removal of the

‘mine field in order to establish a clear and safe passage.on the road

to the high ground in the RCT zone of action. Another' adjustment,
prior to the attack was the shifting cf lines between BLT 1 and BLT"
3 by lateral action, to seize O-7 A 'which was t,.o be used as their-
1D, The attack at 0800 was . strongly resisted along the entire line.
by heavy machlne gun and smper fire, But by 1045, BLT 2 had over-
come resis tance in the pocket, cleared the mined area and made safe .
the movanent‘ of tanks and venicles to the high ‘ground. Concurrently,
BLT 1 took hill 5h0 at 1145, overcoming modérate enemy resistance,

The momentum was retained by both BLT 1 and 3, whlch continued to

»attc ck from O-7A in the face of machine gun. flre from cane flelds

and tree lines in the zone of advance to reach the line of farthest
possible a.dvance by 1715. This point was a cliff line perpendlcular
to the front and overlecking the sea on the east coast. It was now
necessary to reconno:.ter routes to t,he low ground in front of the

cllff and almg the'coast. Patrcls found ‘the avenues of approach to

the low ground to be honeycombed Wi‘bh caves and deep fissures AWhlch
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were cccupied by the cnemy. The situation obviously called for
dismounted infantry acticn that was tc be slow and tediouse.
Therefcre plans were made to sit tight for the night. In accord-
ance with this decisicn, one company of BLT 2 was kept in the
vicinity of line O~74 to maintain safe passage along the road, and
the remainder of BLT 2 moved to the high ground and cccupied posi-
ticns on Hill 540 fcr the nighte The 3rd Battalicn of RCT 25 went
into Divisicn Reserve, and was ordered to clear out the pocket of
Japs, at 515 DN in the 2nd Merine Division Zcne., The defensive
line cenccuntercd no trouble during the nighte

The rigercus task cof cleaning out the caves and recesses
commenced on Jig plus 9 (2 hugust). RCT 23 had BLT 1 cleaning the
area belcw the cliff and along the ccast, with BLT 3 mopping up the
area c¢n the high ccastal plateau, while BLT 2 conducted operations
cn the lowlands along the west cocast and the rear c¢f the RCT's zone.
The BLT's were censtantly pecked at by snipers, required to dig
cutor seal up the caves fillsed with the enemy and to take prisconers,
Particulerly fertile in PN's was the coastal arca., This mopping up
also ccnsisted of salvaging equipment, burying our own and the
aiemy's dead, and alsc the locating «f Jap supply dumpse

Patrcl activity continued cn 3 Augwst (Jig plus 10) from
dawn until 1700 throughout RCT 23's zone. The process of mopping
up was slow, due principally tc the reluctance cf civilians and
military to surrender. To illustrate the latter statement,
witnesst (1) Jap children throwing themselves cver cliffs into

the ocean; (2) the militery grcuping civilians in numbers of 15 to
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20 and attaching explosive charges to them, blowing them into
bits; (3) military and civilians hurling themselves frcm cliffs
into the ocean; (4) scoldiers pushing the civilians off the
cliffs; (5) mass suicides cf the Jeps. These destructions of
life ccntinued even though public address system$ were used to
inform the Nips and civilians of the humanitarian treatment which
they would receive upon surrender. There were oﬁly several hundred
Pil's taken this day. At the clse of Jig plus 10, the PA system
was used to inform the enemy that final surrender wculd be at 0830
on the follewing day, (Jig plus 11), after which time grenades
and expleosives would be pleced in all caves, By this time all
organized resistance had been reduced in RCT 23!'s zcne.

Interpreters uscd the PA system to request surrender of
the isolated enemy groups ccmmencing at dawn on Jig plus 11
(4 August), which together with patrols, brought in a few holdouts
by the deadline of surrender that was established at 0900. After
the fatal hour was reached, an intensive barrage of rockets, 75 mm
fire from tanks, and mortars was laid down on the entire area below
the cliff line from 0915 to 0930. 4s scon as the barrage was lifted,
patrols were sent through the areas with grenades, flame throwers,
and demcliticns to clean out all the remeining hiding pleces. This
concentrated action cleaned up the RCT zonz by 1600, Thereupon, the
RCT was assigned the responsibility of security and final mopping up
of the entire divisicn zone. To aid in the policing and cleaning up,

a composite.battalicn of RCT 24 was attached to RCT 23. This composite
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' battalion‘experienCed considerable trouble frfo‘m snipers and
infiltrating groups' which had not been cémple'::ely mopped up,. The
strength of j~this.'battalion Wé,_S increased by 100 men to expedite
th'e mopping up cperations, the salvage process, and' the bui'ial
of its own and the enemy dead., |

The moppir}g'up»contin‘ued from L -August vtov 7 August. During
this period, BLT 2 was used to locate and d‘e's.troy énipers along the
west‘ coast near the division assembly aféa with or;.é platoon‘dis'.
patchéd to clean out a cave of Snipers in the'r_islan.d garrison forces
neér Tiniean Town..; Though ‘the L4th Marine Diﬁsién s{actor ‘was vnot ‘
éémpletely mopped up, clements of RCT 8, 2nd Marj.ﬁe Divislion,4
asvsumed ‘the responsibility of the 4th's sector on the 7th day of
August. | | |

"CH Company, Lth Marine Batf;alion; participétéd in heavy
‘fighting and enjoyed marked success. This tank company employed
fire 'anc\i r.nanegvex_‘ 'ob oytflank eremy AT positi&ms. - The t,ank’s.Were

aggressive and gave excellent support to the infantrye.

The use.‘o’f,'tanks on'the island of Tinian was characterized
by: (1) taﬁk—infantry attacks th.at.wer}e excellently coordinated‘
bﬁr the Marines, (2) fine tank terrain that cont.ribu:t,ed'to their’
employment”, (3) the presence of one tank company in reserve each
day, afférded ti{e t;pporttinity for the ,perfo.rmance of maintenance,

(L) the wse of light tanks equipped with flame throwers against
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. eaves and in mopping up ~operétions_, k (5) rélat,ively few tank losses,

~'(6) the- practlce of having the tanks clear i‘:Lelds of fire for the
Anfantry defens:.ve pos:.tlons before the tanks withdrew to thelr own
assembly area for the nlgqt 7) the tanks usually advanc1ng with=
out firing unless they actually saw enemy personnel or mstallatlons‘
or unless requésted by the infantry to bring fire to- bear cn a given

area,

Conélusiqns

One company of fifteeﬁ tanks was of insufficient number to
" adequately cover a. regimental combat team's fforit, which uslually
was 1000 to 1500 yards in width,. This belief is correct when one
considers the preﬁdse that tanks mus t élwa_ys keep wi thin sight of
each other.  The t.-errain on Tinian required tanks to remain within
10 or 15 yards of each other fer mutual support which gave a front
of-‘vbet,ween 200 to 300 yeards fpr t‘hﬁi"b&nk ’c-omp_any‘;

| The tanks wére generally well employed -but the policy of
completely withdrawing them ijom the -main‘ defensive positions for
the night is 'bel':i:eved to be i:nﬁzfoper from‘the’}viewpho_int of tactics
and morale of the infantry. "They should be positioned to go into
"blocking posfs tb give supporting fife_s to the infantry, and still
be'protected, from infiltrating bands cof enemy infantry. |

The team of combined arms opera;ted wi th marked,s uc'ces‘s.

It was thorough in its planning, and viélent in its execution.
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CHAPTER IV
ARMOR ON GUAM
As a part of the study of the use of tanks in operation
FORAGER this chapter is devoted to armored tactics and techniques
on the island of GUAM. Even though only 32 miles long and 4 to
8 miles wide with an area of 225 square miles, GUAM is the largest
island of the MARIANAS. In fact, GUAM has an area equal to the

total area of the other 14 islands in the group..

In an attempt to learn how tanks were used in this is-
land battle the activities of the 706th Tank Battalion will be
studied.. This medium tank battalion was the only Army armored
unit on the island., To better understand the armored tactics
it will be necessary to consider the general situation and the

infantry role.,

The Target and the Enemy

Why was GUAM selected as an allied objective for the
summer of 1944? To answer this we must go back to the be-
ginning of the allied offensive in the Pacific.. The allies
moved from Australia north and west through New Guinea and
the Bismark Sea while other forces pushed west from Hawaii
through the Marshall Islands. Objectives were selected to
form a series of supporting garrisons from which air and
sea forces could neutralize other Japanese bases. By the

spring of 1944 the allies had resched Biak Islands and
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forces moving from Hawaii had gained control of The Gilberts

and Mershall Islands, This weakened the principal Japanese
Fleet Base and aircraft staging center near Truk. Then it

was decided to stab deep into the Japanese defenses of the

homeland by seizing islands in the Southern Marianas., This
would place allied forces 1000 miles farther west, about

1500 miles from Manila and 1600 miles from Tokyo.

In addition to its location, GUAM was important be-

cause of its APRA Harbor which would accomodate medium sized

vessels, and its landing lanes for seaplanes, In the hands
of the Japanese; APRA Harbor served as a base to its southern
and central Pacific outposts. The allies wanted this harbor
for a subsidiary naval base and the accompanying advantage

of denying its use to the Japanese,

The two Japanese airfields on GUAM were particularly
desired but even niore important were the numerous sites for
building new fields from which to strike the Japanese in the

Philippines and Japan,

Enemy Order Of Battle

GUAM had been held by the Japanese since December 1941,

In June 1944 they were known to have the following units on

GUAM:l

2nd Battalion, 18th Infantry Regiment

48th Indepcndent Mixed Brigade
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29th Division

54th Independent Guard Unit

38th Infantry

10th Independent Mixed Regiment

The United States III (Marine) Amphibious Corps esti-
mated total enemy strength on the island to be 18;500. The
77th Infantry Division Intelligence cstimated about 36;000,
including potential capacity of enemy to reinforce the island.
It was definitely known that the Japanese had some tanks on the
island and there werc indications that a large amount of mobile
artillery was also presente

The AGAT scctor was relatively isolated from the more
populated areas to thc north because of its limited routes of
communications, The 38th Infantry in this sector was more or
less independent of the rest of the island commend. In July
the Japanese began to shift their forces to the most vulnerable
arcas rather than cover the entire island.

Captured documecnts showed that the enemy considered the
central portion of phc west side of the islend to bc the most
likely landing arca., From AGiNA to AGAT Bay it was cstimated
that the Japanese had about twenty-five 75 mm mountain guns, ten
70 to 90 mm howitzers, two 37 mm guns; 35 machine guns, 25 naval
coastal defcnse dual purpose guns, and numerous rifle pits,

trcenches and barbed wire entanglements, Photographs taken in
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mid-July indicated that they were improving their positions
and increasing thc depth daily.2

Enemy planning staffs realized that the island decfenses
would be favored by the off-shore reefs and hills overlooking
the landing beachcs, It was later learﬁed that the Japanese
commanders were ordered to plan to use all availablc infantry
and artillery fires as soon as the invading forces reached the

water obstacles thus enabling them to destroy the attackcrs in

the water,

Prior Planning

The mission of seizing GU.M from the Japanesc was given
to the III Marine Corps commanded by Major General Roy S. Geiger.
His force was also known as Southern Troops Landing Force. It
was composcd of Garrison Forces, 3rd Marine Division and lst
Provisional Marinc Brigade, On 6 July; Lt. General Holland
Smith, Commandcr of Expeditionary Forces for the invasion
of the Marianas assigned the 77th Infantry Division to the
3rd Marinc Corps. The 305th RCT left Oahu to Jjoin the force
at Taiwetok, the rest of the 77th sailed direct to GUAM. The
Cor~.  with the 3C5th RCT, left Eniwetok 18 July arriving at
GULYM the morning of VW=-day, 21 July. The troops had becon thor-
oughiy briefed cnroute. They had carefully studied maps and

terrain models of the beaches and hilly woodcd inland.
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The 706th Tank Battalion was attached to the 77th In-
fantry Division for this operation. Both the 77th and 706th were
entering combat for thec first time but they did have the advantage
of having trained together in the States.

The III Corps plan for the invasion of GUAM was made in
spril and May 1944e The plans carried out were basically the
same as originally made except for increased preparation by the
Navy and a chance for limited reconnaissance as a result of the

capture of SATPAN.
The plan called for a landing north and south of APRA

Harbor which would pinch off the OROTE Peninsula. {See Fig. 8).
By getting the Peninsula the Corps would get APRA Harbor and the
airstrip on OROTE. It was considered impractical to land on the
Peninsula itself because of high cliffs and the strong coastal
defenses. The most favorable beaches were selected, The nor-
thern beaches were at ASA, between ADELUP Point and the TATGUA
River. The southern beaches were located in AGAT Bay between
AGAT village and BANGI Foint. Although these beaches offered
the best approaches from the sea they had limited avenues of
appreach to the interior., This was especially true of tie south-
ern veaches. A highway was available paralleling the coast but
the mountainous region in the south could only be reached by

trai.s and s few miles of surfaced dirt roads.
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The ridgeline extending from ADELUP Point along MT.
ALUTOM, MT. TENJO, and MT. ALIFAN to FACPI Point was selected
as the final beachline because this ridge commanded both landing
areas. The plan was to secure the final beachline before attempt-
ing to clcar CROTE Peninsula. This action was to be followed by

an attack to clear the rest of the island.

The 3rd Marine Division was assigned the difficult job of
landing on the northern beaches which were the most heavily de-
fended. It was then to move south to secure and defend the final

beachline in its sector,

The 1lst Provisional Marine Brigade was to land on the
southern beachcs and attack north to securc and defcnd the final
beachline in its sector. The 305th RCT was ordered to support
the Brigade in this landing.

The 706th Tank Battalion which was attached to the 77th
Infantry Division had further attached one medium tank company
to each RCT. "i" Company was attached to the 307th RCT, "B" to
the 306th RCT, "C" to the 305th RCT. Headquarters and Head-
quar-ers Company, and "D" Company (Light tanks), and Service
Corr .y were under Division control,

Preparatory Fires

It was dark on the morning of 21 July (D-Day) when the
troon transport and cscorting warships, comprising the U.S. III
fmphibious Corps, arrived off the one time U.S. Naval Basc of

GUAN.
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At 0530 the 16 inch guns of the Navy started the bombard-
ment. They were joined by the 5, 6, and 8 inch‘guns.LF The big
ships moved slowly along with their guns firinglﬁn the beaches
and hills beyond. .t 0830, deliberate shelling of coastal in-

stallations stopped and the ships began to fire at the rate of

10 rounds per minutc. LCI (G)s moved toward shore to hit the beach

with hundreds of rockets.

Carrier based fighter planes joined in thc assault and
strafed and bombed Japanese defense positions. So overwhelming
was Amcrican air power that not one enemy planc was scen in the
area.

The terrific pre-invasion bombing and shelling leveled the
beach area knocking out nearly all Japanesc defensc cmplacements.
Not one of the conecrcte buildings along the beach road was left

standing.

D-Dav (21 July Lk)

Just at daybrcak troops of the 3rd Marine Division and
the lst Provisional Brigade began to debark in LCTs and LCVPs
to form assault waves. The 305th RCT, 77th Infantry Division
was co follow during the first hour and was to remain afloat
in the landing craft until called in as support to the Brigade.
As the landing craft were loaded with Marines, they moved toward

the line of departure and were organized into columns of landing

teams for the assault,
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Less than ten miles of the coast line of GUAM are suit-
able for an amphibious assault, and these stretches only at higher
stages of the tide. Coral reefs, high cliffs and heavy surf com-
bines to deny most of the shore to landing in any force. The reef
continues except for small breaks, fringes the entire island and
fills many of the coastal bays. The greater portion of the recef

ranges .in width from 25 to 700 yardss to the southwest it ex-

tends toward Santa Rosa Reef for 2} miles. The lower rcefs are
covered by a few feet of water at mid or high tide, allowing only
boats of two foot draft to pass over them. It was nccessary to
transfor troops from Higgins Boats (LCVP) to LCTs in order to get
across the coral recef to the beach. These werc special targets
of the Japanese cmplaced weapons; heavy casualties were caused
by direct hits and nezr hits on these tanks.5 In most cases the
tanks had to be zuided across the recf by men preceding the tanks
on foot through the water, Later channels were marked with flags
and buoys.

The Japaness used a 63KC aircraft bomb quite extensively
in and around the beach area, They were placed in single lines
with “en to twelve feet between bombs, All fuses were armed but
in almost all cases were not well concealed, the nose of the
boxb in some rlaces protruded as much as 18 inches above the ground
level. This methiod of mining the beach was not effective against

6
our tanks or LVTs.
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The enemy Had plaéed wire entanglements in the water and
on the beaches; However theseiobStacles were quiékly eliminated
By the attacking Marines. | _

The assault elements of the 3rd Marine Division hit the
ASAN Beach at 0828¢ The 1lst Provisional Marine Brigade landed
‘ at AGAf a"c‘0831.7 Maéhine gunS'firing from caves near the water's
edge were quickly overcome by the advancing forces. Enemy.mortars
and artillery in the ﬁills put fire on the beaches; air strikes
helped silence somé of the fire falling in the 3rd Division sector.
At AGAT where the enemy had mined the beaches and reefs in depth
landing was'more'difficult, Enemy guns on GOON and BANGI Point
sank ‘20 LVTs and DUKWs as they attempted to cross the reef barrier,
| " By 0900 Marine land tanks were ashore and iniaction. ~The
tanks were landed on the reef from LCM (3)s and LCT (6)s without
casualtiés; ~?fom thg reef the tanks were driven to shore with the
“aid of guides. | '\ : , | ‘ ,

- As the Marines ‘pushed inland they came uridér mortar afxd
artillery fire, They had ﬁwo épirited counteraﬁﬁacks which they
Eeld off assisted by their tanks. By evening the Marines had pen-
etrated inlaﬁd approximately 2000 yards on a 4500 yard front.

(See Fig. 9)

During the earl&»afternoon the First Provisional Marine
Brigade summoned the 305th RCT of the 77th Infantry Division to
land for support in the holding of the béachhead against pos-
sible coﬁnterattacklthat niéht and in expanding the area the fol-

- lowing days,
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The 2nd Battalion of the 305th had transferred to landing
craft during the initial phase of the assault landing, and circled
in the asserbly afea until called in at 1300 by the Provisional
Brigade. lWhen the Battalion reached the reef they required LVTs
to carry them to shore, but they found no craft waiting and had
to wade ashore with equipment in water waist deep.

The remainder of the 305th had even greater difficulties
in making shorc becausc of a slip-up in coordination and communi-
cations betwecen Brigade and Navy. The commanding officer of the
305th RCT rcceived orders to land the two remaining battalions of
the RCT. The mecssagc was delayed one hour in transmission. It

was discovered that only enough craft to land onc battalion was
available when the order was received., The first battalion de-
barked and started for the beach, it was held up by the navy
bozt control officers for more than an hour, becausc they had
not reccived instructions to allow movement toward the shore

at that time. Again the navy control officers had failed to call
for LVTs to take thc troops over the reef, The men werc forced
to wade ashore, this time in highcr water. They found they had
veercd several hundred yards south of their planned touc'ndown;.
and were interminglcd and lost in the early hours of darkness.
It was several hours later before they were asscmbled and or-

ganized.




The 3rd Battalicn experienced somewhat the same diffi-
culties in debarking and landing. The transport carrying this
battalion was ordered 10 to 15 miles out tc sea becausc of a
rcport of an encmy submarine attack. Some of the landing craft
were still missing when the transport returned the troops to debarke
It was the following morning before the 305th RCT with two platoons
of the 706th Tenk Battalion attached assembled on the bcach as a

unite

Organization Of Armor For Combat

The 706th Tenk Battazlion, less the two platoons attached
to thc 305th RCT, rcmained aboard ships with clements of the 77th
Infantry Division during the initial phase of the opcration. By
27 July the battalion was all ashore and attached tc units of the
77th Infantry Division. The two platoons that landed with the
305th RCT on 21 July were held in reserve until 2 August.

The 706th Tank Battalion was broken into four units.

Each medium tank company reinforced was attached to the regimental
combat teams for the operation. The companies were reinforced with
a reconnaissance section, a mortar squad, and an assault gun squad
from readquerters company. Two trucks from the service company
were attached to each company for use as supply vehicles, Aid men
from the medical detachment were attached to each company. The

RCT commander in cach case further attached a tank platoon to each

of its combat battalions with instructicns for the tank platoon to
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remain with them for the entire operation. FEach company com-
mander with his command tank remained with the RCT commander and
acted as a spacial staff officer. He maintained liaison between
the infantry and tank platoons. The company commander also co-
ordinated supplies, maintained tank communications and made reco-
mmendationd as to ths use of the tenk platoons.B;

The light tank company remained under battalion control
and was available for reconnaissance and fire missions as dir-
ected by the Commending General, 77th Infantry Division. A pla-

toon of this company was later used by the Commanding General for

protection of the division command post.

Fvents Of 23=-28 July

During the 23rd and 24th July the beachhead was extended
by the Marines, giving the III Corps necessary room for contin-
uing the assault phase., The 3rd Marine Division, completing
the occupation of CABRAS Islanc, had gained command of the north
side of the harbor and, on the left flank, had fought up the steep
slopas near CHONITO Cliff.,

On the 28th July the Commanding General of the lst Pro-
visional Marine Brigade called for tanks from the 77th Infantry
Division to give support to the Lth lMarine Regiment in their
sector, in an attack to link up the Horthern and Southern beachf

heads on the final beachlinc and to cepture the OROTE Pcninsula,

Five light tanks of Company D, 706th Tank Battalion were dispatched
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to the Brigade., The tanks were attached to the 4th Marine
Regiment. Two medium tanks from Hg, Company of ‘the 706th Tank
Battalion later joined the light tanks to strengthen the Marine
attack. Prior to the attack two platoons of the Brigade's medium
tanks were shifted to the 4th Marine sector to reinforce the
flank units.9

The light tanks of Company D moved through the'hth Regi=-
ment against the defenses that had held up the Marines.' The ad-
vance was slow ovcr shell-torn terrain. Fighting was so concen-
trated that most of the tank firec was directed at positions within
ten or fiftcen vards of the tanks., The fire of thc 37ma gun was
effective against rcinforced enemy positions at that range. The
Marines followed the tanks closely, mopping up positions and pro-
tecting thc tanks from cnemy riflemen and grenades,

The Japancse weakencd in the face of the combined op-
eration of the infantry and tanks, ‘/ithin tﬁo hours the Lth Reg-
iment had advanced over 600 yards against what had bccn heavy re-
sistance from preparced positions in pillboxes and dugouts. In
this limited attack thc tank platoon of Company D fired about
10,000 rounds of 430 caliber ammunition, 100 rounds of HE, and
20 rounds of canister., The light tanks alone destroyed four pill-
boxcs; nurcrous dugouts and approximately 250 Japanese. This action
was onc of the fgw in which tanks were employed as a unit cven of
platoon strengthe
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Events Of 29 July - 5 August

On 29th July the tank platoon again supported the

‘Marines in their attack to complete the capture of the OROTE Pen-

linsula,' The army tanks were employed in the same manner as they

were the day bgfore~and led the attéck téAﬁhe.ﬁestern end of thé
OROTE airstrip,. Tithout stopping they.pushedi@own the jungle trails
to the ocean3'thus4¢ompletely Cuttiné off tﬁe peniﬁsul&. With this
mission completed the tank platoon returned to join ﬁhe 77th Infan-
try Division.;q | | |

With the exception of the action of one Platoon of Com-

- pany D, other elements of the 706th Tank Battalion remained with

theif respective RCTs and werc employed in such roles as breaking
traila,'rouﬁé'£éc©nnai$sanéé5 and'battalion1féserves, »Records
indicate that tbe taﬁks werevnot employed as a unit again uhtil
2ﬁd August when the 1lst Plgtoon of Company B ﬁaé dispatched to.
assist elements‘of the 307th RCT which were pinned down by enemy

automatic weapons fire. The platoon movedfiﬁto assault positions

.and fired into the dense Jjungle forward of the infantry. The tanks

fired Qn,§nipers in tree tops, blew up dugouts, and destroyed six
housed. It was cstimated that the ﬁlatoon kiilea 200 cnemy in-
fantry, |

On the same day Company D, which hadinow been attaéhed
to the 307th RCT for the drive on BAﬁRIGADA, was given a mission

to reconnoiter encmy positicns south of the town. Fourteen tanks
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moved out along the XGANA—FINEGAYAN Road. As the tanks ap-
proached Road Juhétion 306; (See Fig. 10), they drew moderate
small arms fire. The crews‘machine—gunned'suspected areas and 
returned to report they had seen eight Japanese soidiers with
a machine gun,

Théfﬁéhks were again sent on a reconnaissance mission with
instructions to go north to IT. BARRIGADA and east of the town.
"~ They moved along the same route, passed through BARRIGADA, and
turned north up the FINEGAYAN Road without difficulty. Déserted
positions indicated that the enemy had‘planned @o defend the town
. or restric£ movement tﬁrqugh it. Without ipcidént the tanks moved
almost abreasﬁ of MT. BARRIGADAAmore than a mile from the junction.
Here the tanks met a group of-énemy soldiegs hiding behind three
~ trucks that Wére being used as a road block. The ieading tank
- opened fire on the tfucks and personneLVWithﬁmachine’qus and 37
mm guné. The trucks were dé;troyéd'and 35 enemy killed. The
banks withdrew and returned to BARRIGADA and moved to the east of
‘the tbwﬁ; As thertanks reached a point only a few hundred yards
from the town, the leading tank became huﬁg u? on ; étump and
blocked the rest of_£he column. The dense woodé would not permit
the other tanks to by-pass the disabled one. A4s the crews worked

to free the tank, the jungle. on each side of the road seemed to

come alive with Japanese.,. The enemy opened up with 20 mm machine

guns as others crawled forward with grenades to attack personnel

\
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in the tanks. The tank crews brought their 37 mm and machine
guns into action and returned the fire driving off the enemy.
Most of the enemy filtcred back into the woods; 6nly a few of
thiem were killed, The platoon commander rcported to hcadguarters
that 150 Japanese were near his position and requested psrmission
to discontinuc thc mission and return to fricndly lines. Fermis-
sion was granted.’ Thc disabled tank was freed from the stump and

moved back with the other tanks.

Events Of 6-8 August

Lfter considerable slow going the 77th Infantry Division
and the 3rd Marinc Division had advanced abreast to the O-4 line
on 6th August. (Sce Fig, 11). Less than one-third of GUAM now
remained in the hands of the Japanese., FPlans were made for the
two major units of the III Amphibious Corps, the 3rd Merine Di-
vision and thc lst Provisional Brigade to attack abreast on the
77thts left and push to the north coast of the islande The 77th
Division was to make the mein effort toward SANTA ROSA. In this
attack all units on the island were to be committed cxcept one
battalion csch of the 77th Infantry Division and the 3rd Marine
Division. These hattalions were to be placed in Corps Reserve.
The gcneral plan of the 77th Infantry Division was a maneuver
to make a wide sweep by the left wing while the division pivoted
on thc right to cffect an cncirclement of T, SANTA ROSA, Tanks

were to spearhecad thc attack, closely supported by infantry.
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In the 77th Division Sector the 307th Battalion sup-
ported by the 706th Tank Battalion (less companics 4 and B)
werc to take YIGO, then turn east and push to the slopes of
MT. S.iNT. ROSA, (Sec Fig. 11). 4 terrein study showed that
fairly good tank country lay ahead., Cultivated ficlds instead
of jungle borderecd cither side of the FINEGAYAN Road to YIGO and
extended to the area cast of the town.

General Brucc, Commanding General, 77th Infantry Division,
and Licutenant Colonel Stokes, Commanding Officcr, 706th Tank
Battalion, workcd out plans for the employment of the 706th the
day prior to thc attack. The plan was for Company D (the Light
Tank Company) to advance rapidly into YIGO immediatcly following
the artillery preparation; the mediums of Company C would follow
Company D. Company . with the 307th Battalion was to bc in gen-
eral supporp. Tanks of Company D and C were to reducc the cncmy
positions at YIGO and then occupy the highground northeast of the
village. The hour had been set for 1200 hours.ll

At 1145 hours Colonel Stokes rcceived orders to report to
the command post of the 307th now located on the FINEGAYAN Road
500 yards behind the line of departure., Prior to reaching the
commnand post, Colonel Stokes neard the artillery open up at
1150 hours and sew troops of the 307th moving intc position,

Upon his arrival at thc command post, he was informed the attack

was on, At this time the tanks of the 706th were approximatcly
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a mile behind the line of departure. - Colonel Stokes radioed the
Company Commander of Company D to move out and execute the pre-
parcd plan, When the devastating artillery preparation ccased
at 1200 hours, thc tanks and infantry werc not at the line of
departure to advance immediately. They were still on the nare
row road leading into the position. The advance of the infantry
was held up by the narrowness of the road and by enemy sniper fire,
The tanks were having trouble trying to pass the columns of infan-
try in order to take thc lead. The tanks were unable to move off
the road duc to the jungle on cach side. This resultod in vehicles
and men moving forward cautiously on thc one clogged roads

It was fiftcen minutes after thc artillery stopped before
the light tanks wcre ablc to reach the head of the column of
troops, 100 yards north of the line of departure and 400 yards from
YICO. The tanks passed through the infantry and moved toward YIGO.
The tanks had moved only about 200 yards along the road before they
reached an opening in the jungle. Thce creﬁs spotted sevcral dug
in enemy machine gun positions along the road. These positions
werc overrun by tl:c tanks. The tank platoon moved in an echelon
formotion in order to cover the open area, which rose to a slight
crest on the right, The modium tanks followed along the road.
The infantry moved behind the amor to attack dugouts and pillboxes

by-passed by the tanks,
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The lizght tanks pushed rapidly to and over the slight
crest, As they moved beyond the crest toward their objective, a
burst of fire hit the ground near the company commander's tank
in rear of the formation. A second round coming from the lcft
of the formation hit a tank on the left of thc command tank and
disabled it. Thc crew began to evacuate it., A second later the
eneny fire increasced and a second light tank was hit and started
to burn, The tank crecws werc unable to locatc the source of the
cnemy fire becausc of the dense woods and the lack of srioke and
flash. The other light tanks moved on at high spced in order to
aveid the fire,

When the mcdium tanks reached the open arca, the crows
could tell that the light tanks were having troublc, but could
not see where tiie firc was coming from., As they advanced up the
slight rise, they too received fire from the left. One Qf the
leading tanks of the group was hit and burst into flames. The
crew abandoned the tank just as the ammunition inside began ex-
ploding. Another medium ncar by stalled under the hcavy fire
and the crew left the vchicle and took cover in a shell holec,
Other mediums began moving out of the area. One of @hem tried to
swing to the right out of thc line of firc and threw a track. 4s the
other tanks camc un, they fired to the left without effcet toward
the cnemy position as they passed toward the battalion objective,

The infantry moved into the area where the stricken tanks

were burning and bsgen to attack the positions that had given the
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tanks trouble. ‘The cnemy was still firing from a pillbox that

had been blasted by firc from one of the tanks. 4 flame thrower
man moved to the position and put the searing flamc through an
opening. The hoat was too much for the defenders; as phcy tried
to ecscapce they fell before the fire of the inféntrymcn. - The posi-
tion in the woods to the left that had harassed the tanks so much
was still intact. This position was flanked and knocked out by a
platoon of infantry that had been dispatched from the 306th RCT,
on the left, to investigate the heavy firing. The cncmy in the
position were so intent on blasting the tanks to their front that'
they werc unaware of the platoon moving on them through the woods.
The platoon found two tanks, an anti-tank gun, two 20 mm guns, six
light machine guns and two heavy machine guns almost perfectly
concealed from thc arca to their front, although vulnerable from
the rear,

The infantry pushed through the enemy positions and ad-
vanced through the village. Upon rcaching the highground north-
east of YIGO at 1325, thoy found the tanks waiting.  The tanks
had pushed through thc town with no opposition and had been
circling about for forty minutes to prevent infiltrators from
closing in on chen, There was little sign of thc cnemy in the
area, Whatcver the failure of coordination and the lack of come
munications between the tanks and infantry at YIGO, the Japanese
had been routed by the power and shock of the combined assault.

This tank-infantr; attack was the only army action on GUAM where
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Aﬂmore than one tank,compgny_tegmed with infantry in an assault,
This action cost the 706th Tank Battalion two killed, ten
wo@nded and one missing, as well as two light tanks and two médium
tanks;}z |

After the attack on YIGO all the tank companies rejo%ﬁed
their. parent unit, thej706th,_and saw no further‘actioﬁ,on GUAM
as company sized units. On 8th August the lst Plétoon of Company
4 suppérted the de Battalionvof the 307th éomba? Tean on its

13

march on MT. SANTA ROSA;™~ No opposition was encountered.

The Army tank aétion on GUiM was mainly that of frqmlone
to five tarks uéed with infantry in the close support role.L The
Japaneée“used one or ﬁwo taﬁks supportgd by infantry on three or
four occasions, .Wbilevfighting on GUAM the 706th Tank Battalion
déstroyedufour enemy tanks and had seven of their own knocked
out, Of these seven only two were destroyed and these were destroyed
by other tanks of thel706th to keep them from falling into ﬁhe
hands'éf the'Japanese. The enemy used’ some scattered mines which
knocked traqks off of two'of‘Oﬁr tanks,> |

TheA706thvBattaliOn destroyed numerous éillboxes, dugouts,
and‘small>building5'during this action. The Battalion was in-

strumental in killing: some 500 enemy personnel on GUil.
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Conclusions
A study of the reports indicate that the use of tanks was
very limited on both sides due to the restrictions of terrain.
The limited road net and heavy jungle growth nullified any ad-
vantage that tanks might have gained from their mobility, How-
ever, when tanks could be used with infantry they were very ef-
fective in destroying enemy personnel and neutralizing their

automatic weapons so our infantry could move,
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CHAPTER V
SUMMARY

The_Zmploymept Of /Armor In The Marianas

An analysis of the operations on SLIPAN, TINIAN and GUAM
rcveals that the terrain and the Japanese forced our High Command
to plan assaults which were prcdominantly Infantry. Tanks could
not have been used in mass. However, a study of thc after action
reports shows that even on these typically Infantry jobs Armor
played a decisive rolec. The following are salient points in the
employment of irmor in Operation FORAGER.

Only'in onc ;nstance (on GUAM) was a tank unit of bat-
talion size cmploycds On this island a terrain study indicated
good tank country in the viecinity of YIGO. Consequently, Gencral
Bruce, Commanding Gencral, 77th Infantry Division, rccognized the
opportunity of using the 706th Tank Battalion intact.

In offcnsive actions on all three of these islands tank
companics were gencrally attached to infantry regiments. In turn,
platoons were attached to battalions. .s a result, maximum tank
support provided for an assault unit which averaged from two to
five tanks,

Fire power, mobility and armor protection of tanks were
used to good advantage in the destruction of fortificd positions,
strong points, and automatic weapons. A typical example of this
use of tanks occurred on 28 July, 1944 when Company D, 706th Tank
Battalion was used successfully on GUAM during cleanup of the

OROTE Pecninsulz,
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By the end of the second day's action on TINIAN the
tankers found they would be of invaluable assistance to the
ianntry in helping to clear fields of fire, Tanks werc used
effectively to trample the tall vcgetation. Throughout the re-
mainder of the campaign on TINIAN this technique was used to
solve one of the infantry's very difficult problcms.

Early in Opcration FORAGER rcsupply and evacuation
of casualties werce found to be particularly difficult mainly
because of tho limited road nets on S4AIPAN, TINIAN, and GU@M.
The mobility of tanks was quickly rccognized as a solution to the
problem, Conscquently, tanks were usced to evacuate the wounded
and to haul ammunition and other supplies to front linc units,

On thesc islands visibility and fields of fire were par-
ticularly restricted at night., This fact, coupled with the
close in nature of the fighting at night, made it very difficult
for tanks to remain in front linc positions during the hours of
darknesse The refore; tanks fought during daylight hours in
support of infantry; at night they usually withdrew to assembly

areas for resupply and maintenance.

Conclusions
Becausc of the rugged terrain on these islands it was not

feasible to usc tanks in masse.

The main role of tanks was closc support of Infantry,
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Armor was properly employed in the destrﬁction of forti-

ficd positions and other stong pointss

Clearing ficlds of fire with tanks was succcssful due

to the lack of cffective Japancse anti-tank mcasurcse.

Undoubtcdly the use of tanks to cvacuate wounded and
haul ammunition was a solution, but it is felt that thcse jobs
could have baecn donc by other units. This mission used only
one of the characteristics of Armor - Mobility. Its fire power

and shock action were lost,

This study indicates that more tanks could have becn
used on thesc islands, It is believed that the new Infantry
Division organizapion with its battalion of tanks would take
care of this neede The organic tank companies with cach reg-
iment would also improve the coordination that sometimes was

lacking.
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APPENDIX I

GENERAL DISCRIPTIONS
(Marianas Islands)

Historical Background

Magellan discovered the Marianas Islands in 1521, These
islands have belonged to Spain, the United States, Germany, and
Japan. A century after Magellan visited the islands; Spanish
Jesuit missionaries settled there and Spain exercised a loose
control over them, After the Spanish-American War these islands,
along with the Philippines, came into the hands of the United
States. The United States kept Guam because it was a stepping
stone along the route to the Philippines, but returned the re-
mainder of the islands to Spain. Spain immediately sold the
Marianas, except Guam, to Germany. Concurrent with the out-
break of ilorld War I Japan moved to occupy these German pos-
sessions in the Pacifice During the scttlement that followed
the World War the Allied Powers agreed to allow Japan to control
thesc islands by .mandate from the League of Netions which it did
until 1936 when it res?gned from the Lecague and openly took pos-—
session of thec islands,

The Marianas are some of the so-called volcanic islands
of the Central Pacific but that designation is incorrcct. They
have been raiscd'and distorted by volcanic action but are sub-

stantially coral. In past gecologic ages volcanic action has

raised and immerscd the coral reefs that have clung about the




sunken volcanic action cones, but there has never becn an active

crater above the sca and the spread of lava above the coral reefs

has been through fissures in the accumulated strata of coral and

ocean sediment,
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Climatolo

The seasonal variation in mean monthly tempersture is less
than 35 degrees in the southern islands of the Marianas; it is
somewhat greater in the northern islands., The daily range of
temperature averages only 9 or 10 degrees; absolute maximum and
minimum tempcratures arec not extreme. The highest temperature
recorded at SAIPAN is 8? degrees (in September) and the lowest
67 degrees (in January). |

The average humidity varies between 79% and 86%. The
diurnal range varies from 20% in April to 10% in Decembgr. The
lowest humidity rccorded at SAIPAN was 43%, in Februarys

Squalls k§own as "Churadas" occur occasionally, cspccially
early in the year, Churadas are probably line squa}ls and it scems
that they generally come from the west or southwest,

The driest month is usually April and amounts of rainfall
less than one inci have been recorded in all months from January
to April., However, 18,6 inches of rain has been recorded at SAIPAN
in Jenuary, of which nearly 12 inches fell during two successive
dayse This abnormally heavy rainfall was not associated with a
typhoon. Rain is least frequent from February to April when
the average number of rainy days per month is 18 or 19, The
frequency increcses appreciably in May, and f;om July to October

the number of ra‘ny days per month excecds 25.
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Saipan

SAIPAN is roughly twelve miles long, five miles wide
and has an area of approximately seventy-five square miles.
A chain of mountains crosses the middle of the island in a
north-south direction., The eastern side of the range is
steep but the western side slopes gradually to flat, culti-
vated ground. The backbone of the island is formed by a
series of peaks. MT. TAPOTCHAU, 1554 feet, is the highest,
and is about two and a third miles southeast of MUTCHO POINT
and almost in the exact center of the island. Northeast of
NMT. TAPOTCHAU is a series of hills, among which are four peaks
ranging from 720 feet to 947 feet in height. They are for the
most part heavily wooded. Between the lower slopes of these
hills and the coasts is a comparatively level area averaging
800 to 1000 yards in width. A range of hills, averaging 540
feet in height, extends south of MT. TAPOTCHAU. Toward the
southern part of the island the range spreads out, forming
a high plateau in the southeastern peninsula. The southern
part of the island appears to be flatter than the northern
part and has cxtensive pasture land. Along the southern and
western shores there are thick coconut groves and casuarina
trees,

Vegetation is plentiful but somewhat stunted,probably
due to the shallow top-soil and its coral base. The trees of
the island are some typecs of willows and pines and have never

achieved any great height. In the approaches to the mountains
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are found tall grass and vines., There is some terracing and
sugar cane has been introduced ly the Japanese without too much
successs The cane grows to a height about half that of cane
found on the island of HAWAII. Some banana plants are grown and
pineapplc is cultivated. MMango trees are plentiful, and there
are some limes, cocoanuts, breadfruit, and papayas. Practically
every kind of vegetable with the exception of lettuce can be
grown on SAIFAN. There is same cotton, tobacco, and corn grown,’
The inhabitants are principally of threc groups:
Chamorros, Korecans, and Japanese., It is interesting that the
Japanese held 211 the positions of power as well as all the
white~collar jobs, ownership of businesses and enterprise,
while the Koreans and Chamorros occupied positions little
better than that of peons.. These Chamorros were descendants
of the original inhabitants of the island, and with the ex-
ception of a few Germans, werec the sole occupants until the
Japanese began their occupation. The Koreans were brought
in by the Japanese for labor, In 1938 there were 25,000
Japanese, 3,500 natives (almost all Chamorros) and 10 for-
eigners on the island. Most of the buildings on the island
are concentrated in GARAPAN town, CHATCHA and CHARAN-KANOAj;
in addition, dwellings are scattered throughout the¢ sugar
plantations. For the most part these houses were made of wood
and tile, although somc masonry was used. A narrow-gauge rail-

road ran from TAN.PAG through GARAPAN to CHARAN-KANOA, then




across to ASLITO field where it turned north and continued on
across KAGMAN Peninsula to the north.

While picturesque from a distance or height, SATPAN
upon closer observation presents a very rough and rugged in-
terior, as was borne out by the difficulty experienced in ne-

gotiating the terrain during the fighting,
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TINIAN lies about two and three-fourths miles south-
west of SAIPAN. It is roughly ten and one~half miles long in
a notth-south direction and has a maximum width of five miles)
Its area consists of approximately eighteen square miles, On
the north end there is considerable high ground culminating in
MT LASSO which is a little over 500 feet in height, but through
the center of the island going south, most of the ground lies
rather flat and smooth to rolling. Again on the south end there
is a high plateau which is surrounded by steep cliffs and escarp-
ments,

The rolling farm land in the center of the island produced
mainly sugar cane and vegetables, There is a fair system of roads,
particularly a north-south road that lcads from TINIAN TOWN to
USHI POINT Airfield. A light narrow-gauge railway 38 miles in
length, encircles the island, starting from TINIAN TOWN and is
used to serve the sugar fields. Before the war there were 14,108
Japanese and 25 natives (all Chamorros) on the island. They were
clustered about the town of TINIAN although some lived on the
sugar plantations.

The most important inductry is the production of sugar,
In TINIAN there are two sugar mills, each of which has a daily
capacity of 1,20C tons of sugar cane from which 120 tons of sugar
is produced., Tae rolass2s by-product is converted there into al-
cohol and a portion of this is further converted into synthetic

Scotch whiskey, port wines and four or five other products.
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Guam

GUAX is the southernmost island of the MARIANAS and is
the largest body of land in the Central Pacific between HAWAII
and the PHILIPPINES, It is approximately 34 miles in length,
nérth to southy while the width varies from 5 to 9 miles. Total
arey of the island is 228 square miles., From just below the town
of AGANA to the southern tip of the island runs a wide long ridge,
whose highest point is MT. TENJO. This ridge, once a plateau, has
now been eroded into numerous gorges, ravines and valleys, The
other important peaks of this ridge are ALUTQM, CHACHAO, which
are largely masses of sedimentary rock from which the superim-
posed lava has rotted and fallen away. For the greater part of
its length this central plateau of soft reddish clay is treeless
except in depths of its gorges and covered only with a coarse
grass. It serves as pasture for the village herds. It is pos-
sible to progress with some ease north and south along the pla-
teaus To cross thz islaad, hcowever, one must follow the ridges
parallel to the drainage systea. These ridges invariably end in
deep ravines. On the east coast the plateau slopes gradually to
heavy jungle; on the west coast below AGANA and as far south as
AGAT Bay the treceless ridges break down abruptly to flat level
basins. At some vlaces bony clifls parallel the shore, while
at other placcs 1lang sharp ridges come down like spread fingers
almost to the woact. Fivers follow the ravines between these
ridgec, swollen during the rainy season, almost dry from January
to June,
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North of AGANA lies a mile or so of cultivated rolling
country, which merges into a flat, jungle-covered plateau. In
only one or two places have the high cliffs broken down in
scooped-out hollows leading to sandy beaches with cocoanut groves
behind them. This country has one or two small villages in it
and a few rather primitive farms, Near its south end is the low
forest hump of MT. BARRIGADA, while further to the north is the
bare low ridge of MT. SANTA ROSA. Two roads run north from
AGANA, both on the west coasts

About 100 miles of hard-surfaced, two-lane motor road
existed on the island in 1940. This type of Class A road, built
of a kind of soft coral rock, ran from AGAT northward along the
coast through AGANA and beyond MT. MACHANAC. A séction of it
extended inland and across the island to BARRIGADA, FINBEGAYAN,
and beyond YIGO. Travel through the interior of southern GUAM
depended largely upon trails, some wide enough for bull carts.

According to the 1940 coenses, there were about 22,290
permancnt residents on GUAM, rorc tian half of whom lived in
the main city of AGANA. The remainder of the population lived
in very small villages; only 8 towns, including AGANA, had more
than 500 inhaviterts. Many of “he ratives, called Chamorros,
are descendan*s or tie Spanish, k¢ <ican, and Philippine soldiers
who occupied the island after 1670, but others have American,
British, Chincv., ur Jypanese forebuars who came later and in-

termarried with the natives. Most of the Chamorros are Catholic,




and almost all of them can specak some English., Although 80

per cent engage in agriculture, their methods are so poor that

the staples of their diet have to be imported;




APPENDIX II

CASUALTY SUMMARY

U. S, FORCES
K.I.A. M.I.A, WOUNDED
SAIPAN 3126 338 ’ 13;160
TINIAN 290 2 1,515
GUAM 1727 22 5,597

JAPANESE FORCES

CAPTURED KILLED *
SAIPAN 1810 23811
TINIAN 255 6000 plus
GU AM 77 .10000 plus

¥ Figures shown are based on unit estimates and may
be taken as a minimum.




Appendix |l

Figure 12. AMPHIBIOUS TANK (LVT-A)

Figure 13. AMPHIBIOUS TRACTOR (LVT)
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APPENDIX IV
Glossary of Terms Used In Amphibious Warfare

(Amphibious Warfare Instructions, U. S Fleets, USF 6,

Navy Departmenty Offite of the Chief of Naval Operations, 1946)

AKA
APA

BLT

AK

Control

The navy symbol for a "cargo ship, attack"

The navy symbol for a "transport, attack."

Battalion Landing Team. In an amphibious operation, an
infantry battalion specially reinforced by necessary
combat and scrvice elements; the basic unit for planning
an assault landing. 4 battalion landing team is normally
embarked aboard one attack transport or several LST.
Abbrev: BLT

A cargo ship primarily designed to carry freight; it
may carry a limited number of personnel.

Officer - A naval officer, decsignated by the Attack Force,
charged with over-all supervision of the ship to shore
movencnt o :

4 25 Ton Amphibian Truck, capable of transporting personnel
and cargo on water or land,

Landing craft personnel (large); capacity 30-36 troops
or 6,700 lbs. cargo.

Landing craft personnel (ramp); capacity 29 troops or
6,700 1lbs, cargo.

Landing craft vehicle; capacity 36 troops or 10,000 lbs
cargo or 1/4 4 x L truck.

Landing craft vehicle (personnel); capacity 38 troops
or 8,100 lbs, cargo or 1/4 4 x 4 truck.

Landing craft mechanized mark III; capacity 1 medium
tank and 30 troops or 60,000 lbs cargo or 77 troops.

Landing craft tank; capacity: 3-50 T heavy tanks or
5«30 T medium tanks,

Landing vehicle tracked; capacity - 6,500 1bs cargo or
25 troops; does not have a rampe.




LD
LVT (4)

LsD

LSk

Lsv

LST

RCT

TCS

Line of Departure

Landing vehicle tracked: capacity 6,500 1lb cargo or
25 troops; has a seven foot wide ramp.

Landing ship, Dock; capacity 3 LCT (5)s, (6)s with 5
medium tanks, or 2 LCT (3)s (4)s with 12 medium tanks,

or 14 LCM (3)s each with 1 medium tank or 1500 long

tons cargo, or 41 LUTs or 47 DUKWs. Troops: 22 officers;
218 men .

Landing ship, medium; capacity - 5 medium or 3 heavy tanks
(150 tons maximum payload, beaching) or 6 LUTS or 9 DUKWs
Troops: 54

Landing ship, vehicles; capacity: 19-21 LUTs (AP 106,
107, none), 29-4i4 DUKWs, 800 troops.

Landing ship, tank; capacity 2100 tons,.

Regimental combat team; a reinforced infantry regiment,
operating as a balance fighting unit of essential arms.,
The normal ground force ratio is one regiment of Infantry,
1 Battalion of Artillery, 1 Company of Engineers. The
organization is not fixed and may be varied to mect the
demands of the tactical situation. Abbreviation RCT.

Team Control Station, Radio.




